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2—-(1I) Translation from English into Sinhala

Answer all questions.

Translate the following texts into Sinhala.

Recognising the importance of economic and social infrastructure in facilitating inclusive growth and
development, the government continued its investment in enhancing the infrastructure base during
2016 amidst tight budgetary constraints. Economic infrastructure enables the provision of services that
are consumed by the public while serving as an input into private sector economic activities. Hence,
economic infrastructure augments output, enhances output capacity and productivity and reduces regional
and social disparities. Development of social infrastructure is critically important to build a strong
human capital base, which promotes high productivity, while ensuring the well-being of individuals for
equitable and inclusive development. Moreover, quality and access to infrastruciure are key determinants
in improving the competitiveness of an economy. Hence, for Sri Lanka to hamess its full growth
potential and attract foreign direct investments (FDI), the country needs fo maintain its infrastructure
development drive. However, with limited fiscal spaée, tax—based funding by the government is not
adequate to meet the pressing needs for infrastructure. Continuation of existing financial arrangements in
Sri Lanka for infrastructure development will further increase the government debt and may place the
country’s repayment capacity under setious stress. In that perspective, it is important for the government
to attract private investment for the provisioning of infrastructure through’ Public Private Partnerships
(PPPs). Meanwhile, by encouraging the private sector {o invest more in economic infrastructure, the
government will be able to create fiscal space to allocate more funds to improve the provisioning of
essential social infrastructure, such as education and health. Recognising the necessity for encouraging
private sector in infrastructure development, the Cabinet has approved the establishment of a PPP unit
at the Ministry of Finance in January 2017, with the support of the World Bank and USAID. This
unit is designed to attract private equity investment for public infrastructure development projects. The
government policy framework for encouraging PPPs for infrastructure development needs to focus on
increasing awareness among all stake holders, including politicians and policy makers, while creating
necessary regulatory and administrative mechanisms to encourage private investment and to ensure
quality of services and fair pricing. It should also be noted that consistent policies, good governance
and transparency, institutional capacity building, effective regulations and efficient financial markets are
prerequisites in promoting private investment in both economic and social infrastructure projects. In
addition, infrastructure development projects should be subjected to thorough feasibility assessments to
prioritise projects with high returns to the economy to ensute efficiency of resource allocation.

While various public infrastructure projects were in progress during 2016, the main focus of the
government’s infrastructure development drive was on improving regional connectivity through an efficient

080

road network. Accordingly, the government continued to invest in the construction of expressways. Further,
v
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2.

the government has invested considerably in railroad construction, urban and town centre development
and irrigation systems while adhering to the government’s policy on free health and education, and
ensuring the availability of a safety-net for the poor. Furthermore, the government launched its flagship
project, the Western Region Megapolis Master Plan, in 2016 with an anticipated cost of US dollars

40 billion aimed at transforming the Western Province into a vibrant, liveable cosmopolitan regiomn.
‘ {40 marks)

() Use of language is central to human survival and development both as individuals and as
society. Language competence is essential for development of thought, and language education
has been a key aspect of formal school education. Sinhala and Tamil are mother tongue to the
overwhelming majority of the population and are recognized in the Constitution of Sri Lanka
as National Languages.

In our tradition, it is believed that language learning starts from the prenatal stage. However, it
is some months after birth that infants vocalize meaningful sounds. The child acquires language
skills and communicates in the mother tongue with persons around him/her well before entering
formal school. In the first two years of schools, Sri Lankan children develop the ability to
recognize letters and start writing in their mother tongue; formal learning of languages starts
from third year at school.

Before colonial rule, education in Sri Lanka was in the hands of religious institutions or laymen
trained in such institutions. Students were encouraged to learn classical languages such as Pali,
Sanskrit and Arabic besides the mother tongue. Thus, Buddhist students had exposure to Pali
and Sanskrit, Hindu students to Sanskrit and Muslim students to Arabic. The aim of learning
classical languages was to familiarize with the scriptures and as well as texts related to traditional
medicine and astrology. Formal education was, however, limited to a few. Linguistic studies
flourished following the revitalization of the Pirivena education system at the end of the 19th
century. English also entered the Pirivena curriculum, but was not compulsory. In modern sense,
‘this state of affairs can be considered a multi-lingual education system in a limited sense.

In ‘the'island-wide school system which evolved under British colonial rule, the medium of
instruction in most schools was either Sinhala or Tamil, but English in urban elite schools, as

- the government of the time aimed to produce a class of persons capable of working in English
to man the public sector and the emerging commercial sector. Basic education in the native
Ignguages for the general population was part of the commitment of the government in keeping
with the liberal philosophy emanating from the humanitarian movement in Great Britain.

The “Kannangara Report” of the Special Committee on Education in 1943 comprised the first
attempt to formulated a policy on the medium of instruction. The Report declared that “the
mother tongue is the natural medium of education and the genius of a nation finds full expression
only through its own language and literature”. However, in consideration of the then prevailing
constraints and the multi-lingual nature of Sri Lankan society the Committee recommended
that -the mother- tongue should be the medium of instruction in the primary stage of education,
although the mother tongue of 99 percent of the population was either Sinhala or Tamil, the
mother tongue was defined as follows:

(a) Where both parents are Sinhalese or Tamil then Sinhala or Tamil as the case may
be,

(b) Where the parents belong to different communities, the home language, ie. the
' language mainly spoken by the parents and the children,

(c) In the case of all others, it could be English, Sinhala, Tamil or Malay as the parents
desired.

The Committee, recognizing the role of English as a world language and the need to use such
a language for higher education and communication with the outside world, was of opinion that
it cannot dispense with English and pointed out that “it should be universally taught so that
apart from other reasons, by becoming a common second language it may cease to be a badge

.of class distinction and become a means of common understanding”. In the prevailing context,
vy
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(ii)

the Committee recommended that in the lower segment of the secondary SChisO1§ the- tedium=of*

instruction should be the mother tongue or bilingual (meaning Sinhala or Tamil, and English);
and in the upper secondary segment it should be Fnglish, Sinhala, Tamil or bi-lingual. It also
recommended that English should be a compulsory second language from Grade Three upwards
in all Sinhala and Tamil medium schools and that Sinhala or Tamil is taught to all children
in English medium schools. The translation of this policy into action took nearly two decades
because teachers had to be trained and textbooks and reference books had to be transiated. The
proposal on bilingual education was, however, not implemented. (30 marks)

In the Global Sustainable Development Goals, it has been mentioned that ‘the ensuring inclusive
and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all’ as the goal
for education in 2030.

The targets to be achieved under these development goals are: broadly defining the access
for education as to cover all the stages of education starting from early childhood to
primary, secondary, tertiary, technical and vocational, paying more attention on improving
the quality of education, enduring the right for education disregarding any discrepancy of
gender, age, racial or disability, eradicating all the discrepancies in education including
regional discrepancy and increasing the investment for education. In line with the so called
global educational goals, a number of proposals has been incorporated and declared as
the government policies with the view to uplifting the education in Sri Lanka,

Moreover, during the year under review, action was taken to discuss with all the relevant
stakeholders in the education system and to formulate a national education framework in
order to make realize those sustainable development goals for education in 2030 within
the Sri Lankan context and to establish and monitor specific goals as to achieve towards
the said goals. '

The Ministry of Education has given priority to develop the entire school system both
physically and qualitatively based on the concept of “the Closest School is the Best
School” and to regularly increase the investment upon it as to form the education in par
with the current trends and needs and also to receive equal opportunities for education
to all the children eliminating the prevailing inequalities in the school system.

01. Directing all the children for 13 years of compulsory education by introducing a
vocational subject for Advance Level whatever the results obtained by them at the
G.C.E(O/ML).

® It has been planned to implement the provision of 13 years of compulsory
continuous education for all the school children by 2018. Plans have been
drawn to provide opportunities to continue G.C.E. (Advanced Level) under a
suitable subject stream for the drop outs those who failed at the G.C.E. (O/L)
and to modernize the curriculum aiming at a job-oriented education system
while introducing new subjects for that.

02. Provision of required infrastructure and enforcements for all the schools disregarding
any discrepancy.

® Under the budget proposals of year 2016, a huge investment was made under
this component. Instructions were given to all the schools to prepare a master
plan at school level based on the priorities to improve the essential infrastructure
in all the schools.

(30 marks)
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2~(III) Translation from English into Tamil

-
Answer all questions.

® Translate the following texts into Tamil.

L. There is no record that primitive man used medicine for his ailments but he must have experimented
on the uses of the plants in his environment both as a source of food and as cures for his illnesses.
By a process of trial and error, he would have gathered a certain amount of information which he
handed down to his generation. In the course of many centuries the knowledge accumulated thus may
have been considerable.

It is possible that this knowledge may have evolved in different centres of the origin of early man
and a great deal of this knowledge may have been lost due to ignorance of the ari of writing.

It is believed in India that Brahma, the creator himself, had written down the uses of medicinal plants
and their prescriptions in 100,000 stanzas which have been later reduced to 10,000 to suit the poverty
of the human intellect. Whatever it is, the Ayurvedic system was founded by the Rishis in India
about 3,000 years before Hinduism came into existence as a religion. The Rishis appear to have made
extensive investigations into the properties and uses of plants. Their knowledge of the therapeutical
propetties of plants appear to be almost intuitive and this led to the belief that these findings were
divinely inspired. This belief was fatal to the advancement of the Ayurvedic science. Any deviation
from what was laid down by the masters was regarded as interfering with the curative properties.
Hence the treatment for a particular disease depended on the ability of the Ayurvedic physician to
select the prescriptions from among many given in old books.

The ancient medical works such as Charaka and Susrutha appear to have been compiled in the Pre-
Buddhist era. With the spread of Buddhism as a religion this knowledge, too, spread to countries
which adopted it. The Greek invasion of India established contact between the two countries and
some of the drugs used in Central Asia and Asia Minor found their way to India and vice versa. The
Mohammedan influence is noted by the introduction of opium into the Ayurvedic system of medicine.

The Ayurvedic system as practised in Ceylon is the same as that in India and was introduced to the
island along with the Vijayan invasion in the fifth century before Christ. Almost all plants used for
medicinal purposes in Ceylon are those found growing in different parts of India as well, Others which
arc not found in Ceylon and which are used in Ayurvedic practice are imported from abroad.

The earliest book on medicine compiled in Ceylon, written in Sanskrit, was “Sarartha Sangrahaya”
by King Buddhadasa, a great physician and surgeon, who ruled at Anuradhapura between 330 A.D.
and 400 A. D, King Parakrama Bahu the Great who had his capital at Polonnaruwa was also a noted
physician. Both kings built several hospitals in different parts of the island. Gther medical works
compiled later were “Manjuse” written in Pali and “Yogaratnakara” in Sinhalese.

_ y,
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2.

™

As a first step to medical education, and training, every student had to commit to memory the contents
of two Sanskrit Nigandus, namely, Saraswathi and Mahausada, which mention all the important drugs
with their numerous synonyms.

Modern chemical analysis does not reveal the true nature of most drugs as some of them may have
escaped detection while others have been destroyed in the process of extraction. Furthermore, the
Ayurvedic prescriptions contain a number of drugs and they would interact with each other chemically
when subjected to heat and the final product which acts on the disease may be different from the

original constituents.
(40 marks)

(i) (@) In 2016, the Governmeni took steps to absorb the monthly Interim Allowance of
Rs. 10,000/= and the Special Allowance to the basic salary of the public sector employees
in 5 phases, from 2016 to 2020, by maintaining the 1:4.07 ratio, which resulted to
increase the public sector salary by 107% within the same period. In fact Rs. 40 billion
has been allocated in the appropriation bill of 2019 for this purpose. As a result of
this, the monthly salary of a lower grade government employee will increase from

Rs. 11,730 in 2015 to Rs. 21,400 in 2020. Furthermore, the government will implement
the report of the Special Salary Commission appointed by His Exceliency the President
as soon as the technical committee recommendations are out. Therefore, I propose a
monthly allowance of Rs. 2,500 be paid with effect from July 1% 2019 as an interim
measure,

(b) There are around 560,000 pensioners, who have retired before 31 December 2015 and
whose pensions are calculated based on the Public Administration Circular No. 06/2006.
In addition to that, around 71,000 pensioners retired during the period of 1% January 2016
to 31* December 2018, and are drawing pensions based on their eligible basic salary at
the time of retirement, based on the Public Administration Circular No. 03/2016. There
is a disparity of pensions drawn by the pensioners, who have retired before 1+ January
2016 and the ones who were entitled to different phases of the salary increases given by
the Public Administration Circular No. 03/2016. Therefore, a pension revision, is proposed
having inéorporated the first 2 phases of the Public Administration Circular 03/2016 to
‘the basic salary obtained by the pensioner, at the time of retirement with effect from
1* July 2019. An additional sum of Rs. 12,000 Mn will be allocated for that revision this
year, to rectify the pension anomalies. This will benefit around 585,000 affected pensioners.
For example, a lower grade government employee’s pension will increase by at least Rs.
1,600/= per month, A Grade I teacher will have a Rs. 4,600/= increase in the monthly
pension and the pension of a Secretary to a Ministry will increase by Rs. 12,000/= per
month. This is based on 25 years’ service and retirement prior to 31* December 2015.

(30 marks)
(iiy Before you get your first credit card

Even though it may seem like a great tool that makes your life easy with all the purchases
you make, a credit card has much more to it. For a responsible user, a credit card is a good
friend and can help you build a good credit history while making good providing a good back
up allowing you to get loans at favourable interest rates and even cheaper insurance. Using a
credit card is the best way to earn credit rewards on your everyday purchases while providing
you with the best protection for your money and purchases from theft and damage. If you are
planning to apply for your first credit card or figuring out how to use it, here is a complete
guide.

S
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What is a credit card?

In its appearance it does not differ from a debit card but the difference is that when using a
credit card to make a purchase, instead of having the funds removed directly from your checking
account, it allows you to take a short-term loan and depending on when you will settle the
debt, it may or may not accrue interest.

Here, if you can sette your bill during the grace period or before your bill is due, it won’t add
any interest but if you pay less than the entire balance by the due date, you’ll accrue interest
on your average daily balance.

Why use a credit card?

A credit card is with a number of benefits. When used wisely, it might become one of the most
efficient ways to build up your credit. Having good credit can help you to get loans including
mortgage at favourable rates. It can also be an advantage when it comes to avoiding utility
deposits and to get lower insurance premiums.

Many cards come with rewards including cash back and when travelling which will cover up
to 2% of what you spent. Some cards come with the offer of a period of 0% interest. It is
important and beneficial to check out these offers and benefits before purchasing a credit card.
You can always check your benefits statement of details.

What is a grace period?

Having a grace period is one of the many benefits of using a credit card. Basically, when using
a credit card you are given an interest-free loan and a grace period of 21 and 25 days. For
example, if you have a credit card period of January 5th through February 4th, with a due date
of March 1. Any purchases made within the period can be made interest-free until the payment
due date. However, if you don’t pay your balance in full on or before March Ist, you'll owe
interest on your average daily balance.

By any chance, if you were unable to pay the amount you owe by the payment due date, it
will become a credit card debt and will be charged interest on the remaining balance. Apart
from that, your card issuer might eliminate your grace period.

How the interest is calculated?

As for the interest, the credit card interest is assessed on the card balance remaining after the
payment due date. But if you neglect to setile the balance in full, you will accrue interest on
your average daily balance during the month.

I the card’s annual percentage rate (APR) is 20%, the periodic interest rate is 0,0548%. Your
periodic interest rate is calculated by dividing your APR by 365. Multiply your average daily
balance by the periodic interest rate and the number of days in the month to get the interest
accrued for the month.

To avoid accruing interest, the best option is to pay the new balance of the credit card each

month and paying interest is unnecessary if you spend within your means.
(30 marks)
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