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G. C. E. (Advanced Level) Examination
88 - Korean

Structure of the Question Paper and Prototype Questions

1. Introduction

1.1. Background Information

With effect from 2021, Korean Language is introduced to the General Certificate of Education
(Advanced Level) curriculum. It is a good opportunity for the students who study Korean
language at the senior secondary stage ii and wish to continue their higher studies in the field of
linguistics.

The objectives of this qualification are to enable students to develop the reading and writing
skills in Korean language, understand the lifestyle, social and cultural values of Korea, improve
literary, scientific and social knowledge through language learning, develop a balanced
personality by inculcating critical thinking, appreciating and creativity skills to suit the learner to
the world of work. The understanding of Korean culture, grammar, reading and writing skills,
expressions, and translation skills are tested in the GCE (A/L) qualification.

This document details the specifications and structure of the question papers given to assess the
above qualification from 2023 onwards. A prototype question paper prepared on these
specifications is also given for further reference.

1.2. Use of This Document

This document provides information and guidance to test developers to craft test tools for
assessing Korean Language in relation to the level of the G.C.E. (Advanced Level) Examination.
Moreover, it provides information to educators and students about the format of the assessment
held at the end of their learning for G.C.E. (A/L).

2. Assessment Information
2.1. General Facts
i. The test paper assesses reading, writing and translation skills

ii. The test paper consists of two papers as paper | and paper Il
iii. Test items are created based on the grade 12 and 13 syllabuses, and Teachers’ Instructional
Manuals (TIMs).



iv. Test items may be in the form of multiple-choice, supply type, short-response, open- response
and extended writing questions and translations
v. The test paper is worth 100 marks.

2.2. Content Description of the Assessment

The following table shows the competencies which should be mastered prior to G.C.E. (A/L)
Examination and the proportions considered for each competency in the question paper.

Competence Proportion (Approx. %)
Culture 10
Alphabet/ Pronunciation 3
Grammar 30
Communication 11
Reading 10
Writing 12
Literature 5
Expressions 2
Translation 15
Korean for special purposes (Employment) 2

The test for Korean language in the GCE (A/L) Examination is carried out in a written format and
the students skills are tested in following aspects.

2.2.1. Reading

Skills of reading comprehension are tested from a variety of text types.
Candidates are required the skill to read and respond to materials from a vivid range of
sources
e Texts given in assessment tasks could be ..
o taken from authentic sources to be appropriate for the age, level of learning and
understanding of the students



o set mostly in the culture of Korea, allowing students to develop cultural awareness
and understanding

2.2.2, Writing

e Candidates are required to show their skills in written Korean through writing tasks.
e Candidates must be able to write using ...

o a wide range of grammatical forms and structures

o a wide range of relevant and appropriate vocabulary

O accurate spelling

2.2.3. Translation

e Candidates are required to show their skills in written Korean and translate it into Sinhala/
Tamil/ English and vice versa to demonstrate an ability to transfer meaning accurately.

e (Candidates must be able to apply the conventions of grammar in order to produce
meaningful and accurate content.

2.3. Assessment Objectives

The learning out comes considered in terms of the above aspects are assessed with respect to
the following assessment objectives.

AO1 : show knowledge and understanding of Korean culture and the society and respond appropriately
to language in accordance with the situation.

AO2 : Communicate accurately and appropriately, using range of vocabulary in common usage
and of the grammar and structures prescribed in the syllabus.

AO3 : Translate written texts from Korean into Sinhala/Tamil/English and from
Sinhala/Tamil/English into Korean.

Paper Assessment Objectives
AO1 AO2 AO3
Paper | 40 60

Paper Il 30 40 30




Paper |

e Testitems are related to the assessment objectives: AO1 and AO2.
e Thus, the Paper | assesses ...

understanding and responding to the korean language.

identifying sounds and sound systems of the language, the grammatical
arrangements of words and phrases in sentences with mechanics of language and
using them practically.

Paper Il

e In the reading and writing parts, candidates are required to convey their understanding
of Korean language through comprehension passages and writing tasks.
® Testitems are related to the assessment objectives: AO1, AO2 and AO3

e Thus, the Paper Il assesses ...

e communicating in writing, using a register appropriate to the situation, showing
knowledge of a range of vocabulary in common usage and of the grammar and
structures, and using them accurately.

e translating passages in English/ Sinhala/ Tamil into Korean and vice versa.



2.4. Structure and Content of the Question Paper

Paper Description Marks
Allotted
e Time: 02 hours
e This paper consists of 50 multiple choice questions with 4
options.
e All questions should be answered. Each question carries 01
mark.
Paper | e The questions are based on 50 Marks
o Grammar
o Vocabulary
o Pronunciation
o Expressions
o Culture
e Time: 03 hours(Additional reading time 10 minutes
e This paper consists of 06 questions. All questions should be | 200 Marks
answered.
Question 1 Grammar 20 Marks
Question 2 Comprehension 40 Marks
Question 3 Construction of situational dialogues 40 Marks
Paper |l | Question 4 Culture & Literature 20 Marks
Question 5 Essays, letters, invitations, emails, notices 40 Marks
Translation
i.  Translation from Korean into Sinhala/
Question 6 Tamil/ English 40 Marks

ii.  Translation from Sinhala/ Tamil/ English
into Korean




2.5. Calculation of Final Mark

Paper Mark
Paper | 50
Paper Il: 200 /4 50
Final Mark 100




(88) Korean

Structure of the Question Paper
Paper I - Time: 02 hours

This paper consists of 50 multiple choice questions with 4 options. All questions should
be answered. Each question carries 01 mark. Total marks S0.

These questions are based on

e  Grammar

e Vocabulary

e  Pronunciation
e Expressions

e Culture

Total marks of paper I = 50
Paper 1II - Time: 03 hours (in addition 10 minutes for reading.)

This paper consists of 06 questions. All questions should be answered.

Question 1: Grammar (20 Marks)
Question 2: Comprehension (40 Marks)
Question 3: Culture + Literature (20 Marks)
Question 4: Completion/ Construction of situational dialogues (40 Marks)
Question 5: Translation (30 Marks)

I. Translation from Korean into Sinhala/Tamil/English
II. Translation from Sinhala/Tamil/English into Korean

Question 6: Composition (50 Matks)

Total marks of paper II =200

Calculation of the final marks: Paper I =50
Paper II 200 +4 =50
Final mark =100
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Usually, I like to go on trips. Although I am busy, my hobby is to go on trips whenever I have
time. During the weekend I went to Galle with my friends. There I visited the museum and went
to the beach afterwards. I played water sports with my friends on the beach. Also, we flew kites.
The scenery of the beach was so beautiful. During the next vacation, I hope to go to Adam’s Peak

with my family as I have never been there. It would be better if that trip also be enjoyable.

QuTgieuTs, BT HMMIELT OCFeOUBMEG LU STL (HUsU. eleleuene] GCalmeVF GieNLDSH6IT
Smuliad Crrw HmLs@Gw CuTEHsveumd S&mmievT GCFsveusnd sleigh GUTHICUTHBTHD
Oamewi(henBenet. BT OGFaImeuTy @mIHuTed HTUTHEBHLST HTelHGHF CFICMI. DIEIG
SImEISTLHushmpl  utfemeuuil L  Ueieny &sLMBOIHGHEF OCFaiGmmd.  sLmHBmFuiled
hBewiUTBEBLeT BT elemenwurl(h  alewenwmgBemid. HCHT(H UL LBIGmeTW D el GLmid.
BLNBMISBTLF  Osayd  SpsTengl. HBrel SS@id  HeuGermeilursd  DeN6LEHGHF
OQFapHemeowITHeomed  (bHS UTLFTML  albpenmdE  GBLUSHSIHLET  DEIG
QFeOaumsM@&  cTomiewlueTConesl. DIFHFMMIOTOYD  FEUTFeOWIOTEIHTE  QHUIST  HIIMTS
A (H&BGLD.
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