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INTRODUCTION

		  Out of all public examinations in Sri Lanka the largest number of candidates 
sit the G.C.E.(O.L.) Examination. The certificate received on the results of this 
examination which is conducted at national level, is used not only to select those 
who are eligible for higher education but also to secure medium level jobs and it is a 
basic requirement to follow certain courses of study in International Universities. 
It is thus accepted due to its validity and reliability as well as its high quality.

		  Students strive hard to acquire a high achievement level at this examination 
while their teachers as well as their parents work hard to fulfil the students' expectations. 
By preparing this Evaluation Report, the Department of Examinations intends to help 
students in achieving their goals. It is certain that the information included in this 
Evaluation Report will be equally useful to candidates, teachers, principals, subject 
directors, in-service advisors, parents and researchers on education.

		  This evaluation report prepared by the Research and Development 
Branch is based on the information, observations, ideas and suggestions provided 
by Chief Examiners, Additional Chief Examiners and Assistant Examiners involved 
in evaluation of answer scripts and the information drawn through the analyses of 
candidates' responses using the Classical Test Theory and the Item Response Theory. 

		  This Evaluation Report consists of three parts, I, II and III. Part I contains 
the objectives of  the subject and information on subject achievement. Part II 
contains expected answers for Paper I and Paper II, the marking scheme and  the 
observations regarding answering questions and suggestions for further improvement.  
In Part III the factors to be considered by the candidate and suggestions for  
improvement regarding the learning - teaching process are highlighted. This part  
will be very useful to organize the learning - teaching process of the students for them 
to acquire various competencies and competency levels. 

		  I would like to invite comments and suggestions to improve the quality 
of this report. I wish to extend my sincere thanks to the Controlling Examiners and 
other resource personnel for their dedication and contribution in the preparation of 
this report. And also the Chief Examiners, Additional Chief Examiners and Assistant 
Examiners for providing information through RD forms. I appreciate the commitment 
of the staff members of the Department of Examinations to make this whole process 
a success. 

	 W.M.N.J. Pushpakumara
	 Commissioner General of Examinations

30 th November 2016
Research & Development Branch 
National Evaluation & Testing Service
Department of Examinations.
Pelawatta, Battaramulla.
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	 Part I 

1.0 	 Objectives and information regarding achievement in the subject

		  1.1	 Subject objectives 	
	
	

	

*	 To create the need to learn English as a Second Language in a                                  
Multilingual Society.	

*	 To create opportunities for the Sri Lankan child to achieve the competencies in       
a link language. 	

*	 To create facilities to learn a language which can be used to build                                 
ethnic harmony.

*	 To enable the students to learn an International Language which could be made 
use of in their later life for employment purposes.	

*	 To empower the learner to communicate confidently, fluently and effectively in 
the English Language.	
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1.2. 	 Information regarding achievement of candidates in the subject.

 
		  1.2.1.	 Number of candidates who sat for English Language 

	

School Private Total 

345947 93390 439337

			   Table 1  

	 1.2.2.	 Grades obtained by the candidates

 Grade
School  Candidates Private  Candidates  

Total Percentage
Number Percentage Number Percentage

A 20599 5.95 4087 4.38 24686 5.62

B 16714 4.83 3632 3.89 20346 4.63

C 38042 11.00 12143 13.00 50185 11.42

S 78784 22.77 31228 33.44 110012 25.04

W 191808 55.44 42300 45.29 234108 53.29

Total 345947 100.00 93390 100.00 439337 100.00

               Table 2   
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1.2.3. 	Grades obtained by school candidates who sat the examination for the first time  
	 - District wise

District No. 
Sat 

Distinction 
(A)  
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 (B) 

Credit Pass
(C)  
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Pass 
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Weak             
(W)                  
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]
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]
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um
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r

]

1. Colombo 31048 6677 21.51 3054 9.84 4864 15.67 6586 21.21 21181 68.22 9867 31.78

2. Gampaha 26601 2216 8.33 1876 7.05 3654 13.74 6155 23.14 13901 52.26 12700 47.74

3. Kalutara 15228 1049 6.89 1073 7.05 2066 13.57 3386 22.24 7574 49.74 7654 50.26

4. Kandy 18779 1931 10.28 1349 7.18 2501 13.32 4313 22.97 10094 53.75 8685 46.25

5. Matale 6399 328 5.13 303 4.74 675 10.55 1332 20.82 2638 41.23 3761 58.77

6. Nuwara Eliya 9411 241 2.56 292 3.10 772 8.20 1969 20.92 3274 34.79 6137 65.21

7. Galle 14906 1289 8.65 919 6.17 1852 12.42 3180 21.33 7240 48.57 7666 51.43

8. Matara 11322 699 6.17 572 5.05 1352 11.94 2560 22.61 5183 45.78 6139 54.22

9. Hambantota 8471 329 3.88 321 3.79 818 9.66 2044 24.13 3512 41.46 4959 58.54

10. Jaffna 9760 410 4.20 367 3.76 882 9.04 1792 18.36 3451 35.36 6309 64.64

11. Kilinochchi 2174 15 0.69 27 1.24 87 4.00 223 10.26 352 16.19 1822 83.81

12. Mannar 1633 25 1.53 36 2.20 98 6.00 294 18.00 453 27.74 1180 72.26

13. Vavuniya 2540 131 5.16 84 3.31 202 7.95 421 16.57 838 32.99 1702 67.01

14. Mullaitivu 1617 8 0.49 19 1.18 67 4.14 186 11.50 280 17.32 1337 82.68

15. Batticaloa 7160 302 4.22 280 3.91 600 8.38 1379 19.26 2561 35.77 4599 64.23

16. Ampara 8022 213 2.66 312 3.89 806 10.05 1868 23.29 3199 39.88 4823 60.12

17. Trincomalee 6469 126 1.95 162 2.50 460 7.11 1297 20.05 2045 31.61 4424 68.39

18. Kurunegala 21687 1191 5.49 1071 4.94 2477 11.42 5068 23.37 9807 45.22 11880 54.78

19. Puttalam 9976 448 4.49 446 4.47 931 9.33 2031 20.36 3856 38.65 6120 61.35

20. Anuradhapura 11518 309 2.68 446 3.87 1128 9.79 2375 20.62 4258 36.97 7260 63.03

21. Polonnaruwa 4993 143 2.86 169 3.38 421 8.43 921 18.45 1654 33.13 3339 66.87

22. Badulla 12010 555 4.62 446 3.71 1064 8.86 2395 19.94 4460 37.14 7550 62.86

23. Monaragala 6148 130 2.11 164 2.67 488 7.94 1094 17.79 1876 30.51 4272 69.49

24. Ratnapura 13724 571 4.16 589 4.29 1340 9.76 2607 19.00 5107 37.21 8617 62.79

25. Kegalle 10980 703 6.40 560 5.10 1274 11.60 2461 22.41 4998 45.52 5982 54.48

All Island 272576 20039 7.35 14937 5.48 30879 11.33 57937 21.26 123792 45.42 148784 54.58

Table 3 
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1.2.4.	 Grades obtained by candidates who sat the examination for the first time 
	 - Zonal wise

Education Zone 
No. 
Sat 

Distinction 
(A) 

Very Good 
Pass
 (B) 

Credit Pass
(C)  

Ordinary 
pass
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Pass
^A+B+C+S&

Weak         
(W)                    
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1. Colombo 14472 5150 35.59 1781 12.31 2310 15.96 2415 16.69 11656 80.54 2816 19.46

2. Homagama 3581 57 1.59 114 3.18 339 9.47 804 22.45 1314 36.69 2267 63.31

3. Jayawardanapura 7248 854 11.78 686 9.46 1269 17.51 1946 26.85 4755 65.6 2493 34.4

4. Piliyandala 5747 616 10.72 473 8.23 946 16.46 1421 24.73 3456 60.14 2291 39.86

5. Gampaha 7521 907 12.06 696 9.25 1067 14.19 1639 21.79 4309 57.29 3212 42.71

6. Minuwangoda 5074 183 3.61 238 4.69 577 11.37 1115 21.97 2113 41.64 2961 58.36

7. Negombo 6953 687 9.88 495 7.12 946 13.61 1592 22.9 3720 53.5 3233 46.5

8. Kelaniya 7053 439 6.22 447 6.34 1064 15.09 1809 25.65 3759 53.3 3294 46.7

9. Kalutara 7660 621 8.11 605 7.9 1176 15.35 1816 23.71 4218 55.07 3442 44.93

10. Matugama 3042 159 5.23 177 5.82 327 10.75 543 17.85 1206 39.64 1836 60.36

11. Horana 4526 269 5.94 291 6.43 563 12.44 1027 22.69 2150 47.5 2376 52.5

12. Kandy 6943 1611 23.2 932 13.42 1287 18.54 1498 21.58 5328 76.74 1615 23.26

13. Denuwara 1866 35 1.88 67 3.59 188 10.08 448 24.01 738 39.55 1128 60.45

14. Gampola 3175 151 4.76 137 4.31 376 11.84 690 21.73 1354 42.65 1821 57.35

15. Teldeniya 1621 15 0.93 32 1.97 130 8.02 260 16.04 437 26.96 1184 73.04

16. Wattegama 2304 43 1.87 77 3.34 228 9.9 627 27.21 975 42.32 1329 57.68

17. Katugastota 2870 76 2.65 104 3.62 292 10.17 790 27.53 1262 43.97 1608 56.03

18. Matale 3463 311 8.98 254 7.33 468 13.51 819 23.65 1852 53.48 1611 46.52

19. Galewela 1934 14 0.72 41 2.12 157 8.12 365 18.87 577 29.83 1357 70.17

20. Naula 450 1 0.22 4 0.89 24 5.33 87 19.33 116 25.78 334 74.22

21. Wilgamuwa 552 2 0.36 4 0.72 26 4.71 61 11.05 93 16.85 459 83.15

22. Nuwara Eliya 2626 41 1.56 65 2.48 222 8.45 681 25.93 1009 38.42 1617 61.58

23. Kotmale 1287 37 2.87 53 4.12 127 9.87 276 21.45 493 38.31 794 61.69

24. Hatton 2709 87 3.21 84 3.1 209 7.72 549 20.27 929 34.29 1780 65.71

25. Walapane 1293 31 2.4 31 2.4 79 6.11 250 19.33 391 30.24 902 69.76

26. Hanguranketha 1496 45 3.01 59 3.94 135 9.02 213 14.24 452 30.21 1044 69.79

27. Galle 6890 989 14.35 594 8.62 1069 15.52 1485 21.55 4137 60.04 2753 39.96

28. Elpitiya 3109 53 1.7 79 2.54 239 7.69 658 21.16 1029 33.1 2080 66.9

29. Ambalangoda 3143 219 6.97 189 6.01 359 11.42 654 20.81 1421 45.21 1722 54.79

30. Udugama 1764 28 1.59 57 3.23 185 10.49 383 21.71 653 37.02 1111 62.98

31. Matara 5129 589 11.48 381 7.43 726 14.15 1145 22.32 2841 55.39 2288 44.61

32. Akuressa 1959 44 2.25 83 4.24 253 12.91 480 24.5 860 43.9 1099 56.1

33. Mulatiyana 1981 26 1.31 45 2.27 193 9.74 472 23.83 736 37.15 1245 62.85

34. Morawaka 2253 40 1.78 63 2.8 180 7.99 463 20.55 746 33.11 1507 66.89

35. Tangalle 2386 90 3.77 101 4.23 224 9.39 586 24.56 1001 41.95 1385 58.05

36. Hambantota 3605 112 3.11 103 2.86 278 7.71 841 23.33 1334 37 2271 63

37. Walasmulla 2480 127 5.12 117 4.72 316 12.74 617 24.88 1177 47.46 1303 52.54



- 5 -
G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2015

Education Zone No. 
Sat

Distinction 
(A)  

Very Good 
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 (B) 

Credit 
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(C)  
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Weak      
(W)                    

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

38. Jaffna 3512 257 7.32 204 5.81 435 12.39 734 20.9 1630 46.41 1882 53.59

39. Islands 709 0 0 1 0.14 10 1.41 55 7.76 66 9.31 643 90.69

40. Thenmarachchi 1005 24 2.39 17 1.69 72 7.16 189 18.81 302 30.05 703 69.95

41. Valikamam 2898 53 1.83 57 1.97 195 6.73 487 16.8 792 27.33 2106 72.67

42.Vadamarachchi 1636 76 4.65 88 5.38 170 10.39 327 19.99 661 40.4 975 59.6

43. Kilinochchi 2174 15 0.69 27 1.24 87 4 223 10.26 352 16.19 1822 83.81

44. Mannar 1321 25 1.89 36 2.73 91 6.89 252 19.08 404 30.58 917 69.42

45. Madu 312 0 0 0 0 7 2.24 42 13.46 49 15.71 263 84.29

46. Vavuniya 2056 130 6.32 77 3.75 188 9.14 353 17.17 748 36.38 1308 63.62

47. Vavuniya North 484 1 0.21 7 1.45 14 2.89 68 14.05 90 18.6 394 81.4

48. Mullaitivu 1121 7 0.62 14 1.25 51 4.55 149 13.29 221 19.71 900 80.29

49.Thunukkai 496 1 0.2 5 1.01 16 3.23 37 7.46 59 11.9 437 88.1

50. Batticaloa 2150 160 7.44 127 5.91 249 11.58 425 19.77 961 44.7 1189 55.3

51. Kalkudah 1069 5 0.47 13 1.22 39 3.65 171 16 228 21.33 841 78.67

52. Paddirippu 1353 14 1.03 20 1.48 57 4.21 214 15.82 305 22.54 1048 77.46

53. Batticaloa Central 1650 123 7.45 118 7.15 247 14.97 504 30.55 992 60.12 658 39.88

54. Batticaloa Weast 938 0 0 2 0.21 8 0.85 65 6.93 75 8 863 92

55. Ampara 2168 22 1.01 66 3.04 168 7.75 427 19.7 683 31.5 1485 68.5

56. Kalmunai 2147 108 5.03 116 5.4 291 13.55 582 27.11 1097 51.09 1050 48.91

57. Sammanthurai 1266 9 0.71 36 2.84 123 9.72 301 23.78 469 37.05 797 62.95

58. Mahaoya 517 9 1.74 6 1.16 23 4.45 84 16.25 122 23.6 395 76.4

59. Dehiattakandiya 860 6 0.7 20 2.33 54 6.28 149 17.33 229 26.63 631 73.37

60. Akkaraipattu 1064 59 5.55 68 6.39 147 13.82 325 30.55 599 56.3 465 43.7

61. Thirukkovil 831 20 2.41 25 3.01 81 9.75 171 20.58 297 35.74 534 64.26

62. Trincomalee 1687 75 4.45 69 4.09 167 9.9 369 21.87 680 40.31 1007 59.69

63. Mutur 1215 8 0.66 14 1.15 57 4.69 196 16.13 275 22.63 940 77.37

64. Kantale 877 3 0.34 15 1.71 57 6.5 202 23.03 277 31.58 600 68.42

65. Kinnya 1295 17 1.31 27 2.08 77 5.95 261 20.15 382 29.50 913 70.50

66. Trincomalee North 564 3 0.53 12 2.13 21 3.72 98 17.38 134 23.76 430 76.24

67. Kurunegala 5410 628 11.61 401 7.41 719 13.29 1236 22.85 2984 55.16 2426 44.84

68. Kuliyapitiya 3889 168 4.32 226 5.81 520 13.37 957 24.61 1871 48.11 2018 51.89

69. Nikaweratiya 2588 80 3.09 84 3.25 301 11.63 686 26.51 1151 44.47 1437 55.53

70. Maho 3341 75 2.24 109 3.26 233 6.97 693 20.74 1110 33.22 2231 66.78

71. Giriulla 3531 118 3.34 143 4.05 389 11.02 891 25.23 1541 43.64 1990 56.36

72. Ibbagamuwa 2928 122 4.17 108 3.69 315 10.76 605 20.66 1150 39.28 1778 60.72

73. Puttalam 4725 80 1.69 120 2.54 306 6.48 865 18.31 1371 29.02 3354 70.98

74. Chilaw 5251 368 7.01 326 6.21 625 11.9 1166 22.21 2485 47.32 2766 52.68
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Education Zone 
No. 
Sat

Distinction 
(A)  

Very Good 
Pass
 (B) 

Credit Pass
(C)  
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(W)                    
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75. Anuradhapura 4150 235 5.66 265 6.39 538 12.96 894 21.54 1932 46.55 2218 53.45

76. Tambuttegama 1997 11 0.55 38 1.9 142 7.11 368 18.43 559 27.99 1438 72.01

77. Kekirawa 2274 46 2.02 86 3.78 235 10.33 476 20.93 843 37.07 1431 62.93

78. Galenbidunuwewa 1457 8 0.55 22 1.51 87 5.97 339 23.27 456 31.3 1001 68.7

79. Kebithigollewa 1640 9 0.55 35 2.13 126 7.68 298 18.17 468 28.54 1172 71.46

80. Polonnaruwa 1637 76 4.64 76 4.64 186 11.36 387 23.64 725 44.29 912 55.71

81. Hingurakgoda 2116 61 2.88 82 3.88 198 9.36 362 17.11 703 33.22 1413 66.78

82. Dimbulagala 1240 6 0.48 11 0.89 37 2.98 172 13.87 226 18.23 1014 81.77

83. Badulla 2559 154 6.02 139 5.43 345 13.48 640 25.01 1278 49.94 1281 50.06

84. Bandarawela 3287 325 9.89 202 6.15 380 11.56 671 20.41 1578 48.01 1709 51.99

85. Mahiyanganaya 1792 24 1.34 31 1.73 71 3.96 227 12.67 353 19.7 1439 80.3

86. Welimada 2433 47 1.93 58 2.38 186 7.64 542 22.28 833 34.24 1600 65.76

87. Passara 1093 5 0.46 10 0.91 61 5.58 192 17.57 268 24.52 825 75.48

88. Viyaluwa 846 0 0 6 0.71 21 2.48 123 14.54 150 17.73 696 82.27

89. Monaragala 1979 52 2.63 45 2.27 148 7.48 317 16.02 562 28.4 1417 71.6

90. Wellawaya 2766 44 1.59 62 2.24 221 7.99 478 17.28 805 29.1 1961 70.9

91. Bibile 1403 34 2.42 57 4.06 119 8.48 299 21.31 509 36.28 894 63.72

92. Ratnapura 5754 361 6.27 360 6.26 712 12.37 1139 19.79 2572 44.7 3182 55.3

93. Balangoda 2527 82 3.24 100 3.96 230 9.1 462 18.28 874 34.59 1653 65.41

94. Nivitigala 2168 25 1.15 44 2.03 152 7.01 416 19.19 637 29.38 1531 70.62

95. Embilipitiya 3275 103 3.15 85 2.6 246 7.51 590 18.02 1024 31.27 2251 68.73

96. Kegalle 4211 418 9.93 276 6.55 572 13.58 931 22.11 2197 52.17 2014 47.83

97. Mawanella 3476 228 6.56 192 5.52 402 11.57 761 21.89 1583 45.54 1893 54.46

98. Dehiowita 3293 57 1.73 92 2.79 300 9.11 769 23.35 1218 36.99 2075 63.01

All Island 272576 20039 7.35 14937 5.48 30879 11.33 57937 21.26 123792 45.42 148784 54.58

Table  4 
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1.2.5. Marks obtained according to class intervals

Class Interval Frequency Frequency 
Percentage

Cumulative 
Frequency

Cumulative 
Frequency 
Percentage 

91 - 100 748 0.17 439337 100.00

81 - 90 7921 1.80 438589 99.83

71 - 80 14601 3.32 430668 98.03

61 - 70 19387 4.41 416067 94.70

51 - 60 29785 6.78 396680 90.29

41 - 50 42380 9.65 366895 83.51

31 - 40 66964 15.24 324515 73.86

21 - 30 87402 19.89 257551 58.62

11 - 20 104335 23.75 170149 38.73

01 - 10 65654 14.94 65814 14.98

00 - 00 160 0.04 160 0.04
	

Table 5

The following example describes how the information is indicated in the above table.

eg : If the class interval 31 - 40 is considered, the number of candidates who 
obtained marks within the interval of 31 - 40 is 66964 and its percentage is 
15.24%. The number of candidates who have obtained marks below 40 is 324515 
and its percentage is 73.86%.



- 8 -
G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2015

1.3 Analysis of Subject Achievement

1.3.1.	 Achievement in Paper I
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1.3.2.	 Achievement in Paper II
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1.3.3.	 Facility of each area tested in the question paper
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Part II

2.0	 Information regarding questions and answers

	 2.1		 Question paper I

			   2.1.1  Structure of the question paper I

*	 Time allocated for paper I is one hour.

*	 Paper I includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. 

*	 Total mark for paper I is 40.

Question 
(Test) No.

Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

1 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

2 Reading 1 × 5 05

3 Grammar 1 × 5 05

4 Writing 1 × 5 05

5 Reading 1 × 5 05

6 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05

7 Reading 1 × 5 05

8 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05
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2.1.2	Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments 

*	 Observations and comments for the given answers for all the questions in Paper I are based on   
	 Graphs 1 and 3 given in page 8 and 11 respectively.

•	 Test 1 	 − 	 Vocabulary

Objective 	 : Assess the ability to use words appropriately and accurately to convey precise 
          		     meaning.
Technique 		  : Binary choice.

  Test 1    
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 1 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 1.  
05 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 - 25 	 range - 	  4%
	 26 - 50 	 range - 	25%
	 51 - 75 	 range - 	45%
	 76 - 100 range - 	26%
26% of candidates have obtained more than 76 marks 
and 4% of candidates have obtained less than 25 
marks. Only 29% of candidates have scored below 50 
marks.

Marks distribution for the question

00-25
  4%

26-50
25%

51-75
45%

76-100
26%

Observations and Comments on Test 1 :

Observations :

Test 1 is based on vocabulary. Facility recorded for parts 
of Test 1 is as follows.

Part (2) - 56%
Part (3) - 63%
Part (4) - 67%
Part (5) - 72%
Part (6) - 88%

The highest facility of 88% is recorded for part 6, while 
the lowest facility 56%, is for part 2. 
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Facility for part of test 1
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2 3 4 5 6

88%

72%
67%

63%
56%

COMMENTS :
More than 50% of the candidates have been able to perform all the parts fairly well. The lowest facility 
is in part 2, which is 56%. The reason for this is the inability to distinguish between the words in 
collocation.
Eg : still, yet  

Candidates should be given more dialogue based activities which deal with words in collocation. 

Eg : empty	 -	 blank 
	 trust	 -	 believe
	 wipe	 -	 mop
	 speak	 -	 tell
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•	 Test 2 	 − 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to understand / interpret indirectly stated information.
Technique 	 − 	 Selection.

  Test 2 with expected answers :

a
b

f
d

e

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 2 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 2.
05 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 - 25 	 range - 	  7%
	 26 - 50 	 range - 	16%
	 51 - 75 	 range - 	15%
	 76 - 100 range - 	62%
62% of candidates have scored above 76 marks 
and 07% of candidates have scored below 25 
marks. 77% of candidates have scored above 50 
marks.  

Marks distribution for the question

00-25
7%

26-50
16%

51-75
15%76-100

62%
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Observations and Comments on Test 2 :
  	

 

Observations :

Test 2 is based on Reading. Facility recorded for parts 
of Test 2 is as follows.

Part (2) - 87%
Part (3) - 83%
Part (4) - 81%
Part (5) - 82%
Part (6) - 80%

Facility of all parts is over 80%. 
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Facility for parts of test 2
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2 3 4 5 6

83% 81% 82% 80%

COMMENTS :

The test 2 has been well attempted. The performance of students in this question is based on 
the ability to read and understand indirectly stated information.
Eg : Promoda is kind and understanding. She ….  is always ready to help others.  
(in part 6)

The students should be exposed to a variety of reading materials which provide activities 
for interpreting indirectly stated information.  So that the students will be able to attempt 
similar activities successfully.
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•	 Test 3 	 − 	 Grammar

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to identify the relationship between words in a sentences.
Technique 	 − 	 Re-ordering.

  Test 3 with expected answers :

started following a course.
to be a musician.

when I was young.
and a guitar too.
good way to relax.

continue with music.

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 3 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 3. 
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	26%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	33%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	29%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	12%
12% of candidates have scored above 76 marks and 
26% of candidates have scored below 25 marks. 
59% of candidates have scored below 50 marks and 
41% of candidates have scored above 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question

00-25
26%

26-50
33%

51-75
29%

76-100
12%
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Observations and Comments on Test 3 :
      

Observations :

Test 3 is based on Reading. Facility recorded for parts 
of Test 3 is as follows.

Part (2) - 31%
Part (3) - 68%
Part (4) - 46%
Part (5) - 38%
Part (6) - 43%

The facility is above 50% only in part 3. The highest 
facility is for part 3 whereas the lowest facility is for 
part 2. 
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43%
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COMMENTS :

The candidates have not been able to perform well in reordering the words in a sentence 
accurately though the first part of the sentences is given. Candidates should have the ability 
to read and understand the meaning of words and phrases to identify the relationship between 
words in a sentences. 

The candidates should be given more activities to get more practice in word order to improve 
the situation. The teachers should give more practice in reordering jumbled words to form 
meaningful sentences as it helps to improve their writing skill too.

To improve students ability of reordering furthermore, basic sentences patterns should be 
taught and similar exercises should be given, followed by proper feedback sessions to reinforce 
students' responses.
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•	 Test 4 	 − 	 Writing

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to describe a picture using the past tense.
Technique 	 − 	 Guided writing.  

  Test 4 with expected answers :
	

      

Saliya / He went to the fair with his mother.

Saliya and his mother went to the fair.

Saliya and his mother walked to the fish stall.

Saliya / He walked to the fish stall with his mother.

(2)	 ........................................................................................................

	 ........................................................................................................

(3)	 ........................................................................................................

	 ........................................................................................................
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Saliya / He took an / the ice cream from his mother.

Saliya / He took an / the ice cream for his mother.

Saliya / He took an / the ice cream given by his mother.

Saliya / He took an / the ice cream that his mother gave.

(4)	 ........................................................................................................

	 ........................................................................................................

	 ........................................................................................................

	 ........................................................................................................

Saliya / He helped a / the man to cross the road.(6)	 ........................................................................................................

Saliya / He helped his mother to carry the bags to the bus stop.

Saliya / He carried the bags to the bus stop.

Saliya and his mother carried the bags to the bus stop.

(5)	 ..............................................................................................................................

	 .............................................................................................................................

	 .............................................................................................................................
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 4 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 4.
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	71%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	17%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	09%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	03%
Only 03% of candidates have scored above 76 
marks where as 71% of candidates have scored 
below 25 marks. 88% of candidates have scored 
below 50 marks and only 12% of candidates have 
scored above 50 marks. 

Marks distribution for the question
76-100

3%

00-25
71%

26-50
17%

51-75
9%

Observations and Comments on Test 4 :

Observations :

Test 4 is based on writing. Facility recorded for parts of Test 
4 is as follows.

Part (2) - 20%
Part (3) - 14%
Part (4) - 6%
Part (5) - 11%
Part (6) - 19%

The facility of all the parts of the question 4 is below 30%. 
The highest facility of 20% is for part 2, where as the lowest 
facility of 6% is recorded for part 4.  

Fa
ci

lit
y

Facility for parts of test 4

Parts

20%

40

30

20

10

0

2 3 4 5 6

14%

6%

11%

19%



- 22 -
G.C.E. (O.L)  English  Language  Evaluation Report  2015

COMMENTS :

Performing well in this task is mostly based on the ability to write simple sentences 
accurately. The pictures given are clear and the 3 words given for each picture as clues are 
helpful for writing sentences. Yet, the performance of candidates is very low.

Therefore more opportunities should be given to students in order to practise constructing 
simple sentences. Picture based writing activities should also be done in the classroom with 
more emphasis on tenses.

The candidates should be able to read and understand the instructions given. The  teachers 
should make the students aware of the clues given in the instructions in order to complete 
the task well. Eg. (i)	 Bold /  Highlighted words
	 (ii)	 Words given
		
Individual attention should be given during the writing lessons and they should be corrected 
in the classroom itself. Students should be made aware of the mistakes that they make and 
remedial measures should be taken. 

Proper feedback should be given in the areas of
	 (a)	 Understanding instructions.
	 (b)	 Paying attention to clues.
	 (c)	 Use of the proper tense.
	 (d)	 Use of simple words.
	 (e)	 Spellings.
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•	 Test 5 	 − 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to read and understand simple messages.  

Technique 	 − 	 Answering questions.

  Test 5 with expected answers :

at 7.10 a.m./ 7.10 a.m.

Amila

My Fair Lady
practise with the team

(to) Mr.Perera's office in Kandy / 

(to) Kandy / (to) Chief clerk's office in Kandy

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 5 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 5. 
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	27%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	33%
	 51 -   75 	 range	 - 	28%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	12%
12% of candidates have scored above 76 marks 
while 27% of candidates have scored below 25 
marks. 60% of candidates have scored below 50 
marks while 40% of candidates have scored above 
50 marks. 

Marks distribution for the question

00-25
27%

26-50
33%

51-75
28%

76-100
12%
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Observations and Comments on Test 5 :

Observations :

Test 5 is based on reading. Facility for parts of Test 5 is 
as follows.

Part (1) - 39%
Part (2) - 53%
Part (3) - 67%
Part (4) - 27%
Part (5) - 42%

The highest facility of 67% is for part 3 whereas the 
lowest facility of 27% is for part 4.  
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COMMENTS :

Although the facility of part 2 and 3 is above 50%, the overall performance of the candidates 
is not satisfactory. This could be due to their inability to understand the given instructions as 
well as read and understand the messages. The reason for low performance on part 4 may 
be the difficulty to understand the given message relevant to part 4. It might have happened 
due to three factors ;
	 (i)	 inability to understand the specific time of the day with 'a.m.' and 'p.m.'
	 (ii)	 inability to identify the last message.
	 (iii)	 inability to identify the indirectly stated information in the message.  
This clearly shows that the candidates find it difficult to understand simple messages.

It is suggested that more exposure should be given to different types of messages and a 
variety of questions types based on them.
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• Test 6 	− Writing

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to write a reply to a note asking / giving information.  
Technique 	 − 	 Guided writing
  Test 6 :

Expected Answer :
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 6 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 6. 
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 - 25 	 range - 	49%
	 26 - 50 	 range - 	31%
	 51 - 75 	 range - 	18%
	 76 - 100 range - 	2%
Only 02% of candidates have scored above 76 
marks whereas 49% of candidates have scored 
below 25 marks. 80% of candidates have scored 
below 50 marks and only 12% of candidates have 
scored above 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question

00-25
49%

26-50
31%

51-75
18%

76-100
2%

Observations and Comments on Test 6 :
Observations :

Test 6 is a guided writing activity. The facility of test 6 is 
29%. According to the second graph the candidates have 
scored more marks for the content than language, although 
more marks are allocated for language. The facility of content 
is 40% whereas that of language is 18%.
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COMMENTS :

Facility index shows that the candidates are more successful in content than the language 
component. Candidates with the facility rate of 40% have been able to understand the 
instructions.

As candidates show weakness in language, teachers should plan more writing activities in 
the areas of writing simple notes. The students should be taught on how to write simple 
sentences in attempting similar tasks. This should be done from grade 6 and reinforced in 
each grade. For this, teachers should develop standard marking criteria as well as individual 
feedback to improve their writing skill. In such marking criteria, format and organization 
should also be included.  Proper feedback should be given in the areas of vocabulary, writing 
simple sentences, grammar, organization etc. 

The students should be taught to use the given guidelines in writing the answer. More 
practice should be given using supplementary materials a part from  the existing text books 
and work books. 
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•	 Test 7 	 − 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to read and understand directly stated information in a text. 

Technique 	 − 	 Answering Questions

  Test 7 with expected answers :

Observations and Comments on Test 7 :
		

Write an article.

(about their school)

Dushan grinned even though Chatu's comments was painful.

(to) write clearly and truthfully
the most amazing person

a
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 7 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 7.  
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	range 	 - 	 41%
	 26 -   50 	range 	 - 	 41%
	 51 -   75 	range	 - 	 16%
	 76 - 100 	range 	 - 	   2%
Only 02% of candidates have scored above 76 
marks while 41% of candidates have scored below 
25 marks. 82% of candidates have scored below 
50 marks and only 18% of candidates have scored 
above 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question

00-25
41%

26-50
41%

51-75
16%

76-100
2%

Observations and Comments on Test 7 :

Observations :

Test 7 is based on Reading. Facility for parts of Test 7 is 
as follows.

Part (1) - 30%
Part (2) - 20%
Part (3) - 35%
Part (4) - 26%
Part (5) - 37%

The highest facility of 37% is for part 5, and the lowest 
facility of 20% is for part 2.  
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COMMENTS :
In test 7 the overall performance of candidates is not satisfactory as the facility is below 
37% for each part. The lowest facility rate, 20% is recorded for part 2. It could be due to the 
fact that the students had not understood how to identify the full sentence. Further, part 4 
which records a facility of 26% seems to have been difficult for students. In part 4. Students 
are required to write four words. They had been unable to identify the four words due to 
their inability to comprehend Part 5 records the highest facility which is 37%. Although the 
facility rate is not satisfactory, it is an MCQ type allowing the students to guess the answer 
through inference.

•	 Teachers should provide opportunities for students to engage in reading habit.

•	 Students should be guided to identify the directly and indirectly stated information 
from the text without writing unnecessary details.

•	 Practice should be given to write short answers to the questions.

•	 Teachers should provide clear instructions to students as how to write the full sentence 
from the text. 

•	 More support should be given to the students to read and understand the questions. 

Teachers are suggested to use variety of questions to make them familiar with the 

different types of questions as well as the texts.

•	 Teachers should teach students to identify idiomatic expressions of language.

	 eg: 'A smile is a mile long'

	 	 Teachers should guide students to extract information from the context.

	 	 Teachers should instruct students to read the text several times by paying attention 	

	 to questions asked.
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•	 Test 8 	 − 	 Writing

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to write a paragraph on a given topic.  
Technique 	 − 	 Free writing

  Test 8 :

Expected Answer :

     

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 8 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 8. 
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	 49%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	 32%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	 17%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	   2%
Only 02% of candidates have scored above 76 
marks while 49% of candidates have scored below 
25 marks. 81% of candidates have scored below 
50 marks and only 19% of candidates have scored 
above 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question

00-25
49%

26-50
32%

51-75
17%

76-100
2%
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Observations and Comments on Test 8 :

Observations :

Test 8 is a based on Writing. Facility of test 8 is 29%. The 
second graph shows that facility of content is 41% and the 
language is just 17%. The candidates have scored more 
marks for the content than the language even though more 
marks are allocated for language.
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COMMENTS :

Test 8 is a free writing task which seems fairly difficult for the students. The students have 
displayed their common weaknesses in providing accurate language in this writing task. 
Although they try to write a relevant answer they have not been able to express themselves 
accurately in the target language. That seems to be the main reason for higher facility for content 
over language.

This problem should be identified in early stages and more simple writing activities should be 
given. The students should be taught to use simple language and select correct vocabulary to 
increase their performance in the writing tasks. Students’ skill in writing should be analyzed and 
their strengths and weaknesses should be identified beforehand. Teachers should spend more 
time to address the weakness of the students and correct it in the early stages, specially in junior 
secondary classes.  

	 We suggest the teachers to help students use mind mapping in writing paragraphs, so that 
the students will be able to write a simple organized piece of writing.

	 Special attention should be given to help the students to write simple grammatically 
correct meaningful sentences.
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2.2	 Question paper II

	 2.2.1	 Structure of the question paper II

*	 Time allocated for paper II is two hours.

*	 Paper II includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. Test 14 has two choices 
	 whereas test 16 has four.

*	 The total mark for paper II is 60.

Question (Test) 
No. Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

9 Grammar 1 × 5 05

10 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

11 Reading 1 × 5 05

12 Grammar ½ × 14 07

13 Grammar 1 × 5 05

14 Writing C - 3,  L - 3,  O - 2,  M - 2 10

15 Reading

 1  -  ½ × 4
2  -  1 × 1
3  -  1 × 1
4  -  1 × 1
5 -  1 × 1
6 -  1 × 1
7  - ½ × 2

 

02
01
01
01
01
01
01
08

16 Writing C - 5,  L - 5,  O - 2,  M - 3 15
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2.2.2 	 Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments

*	 Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper II are based on Graphs 2(a), 2(b) and 3.

•	 Test 9 	 − 	 Grammar

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to edit a notice.   

Technique 	 − 	 Error correction.

   Test 9 with expected answers :

Be prepared to stay after school.

Parent's letter of permission is needed.

Lunch is provided at the hostel.

Meet at / in the main hall at 2.00 p.m.

The principal will address the students.

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 9 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 9. 
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	51%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 -	 37%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	10%
	 76 - 100 range 	 - 	  2%
Only 02% of candidates have obtained more than 
76 marks and 51% of candidates have scored below 
25 marks. 88% of candidates have scored below 
50 marks and only 12% of candidates have scored 
above 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 9 :
						    

Observations :

The test 9 is based on Grammar. The facility recorded for 
parts in Test 9 is as follows.

Part (2) - 27%
Part (3) - 15%
Part (4) - 14%
Part (5) - 36%
Part (6) - 12%

The maximum facility of 36% is recorded for part 5 and 
the second highest facility is recorded for part 2 which is 
27%. The facility for all the other parts are below 20%. The 
lowest facility of 12% is for part 6.  
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COMMENTS :

The candidates seem to be very weak in their performance. This shows that the candidates are 
weak in error correction.

In order to do editing, they need to identify the mistakes of each sentence. They could 
identify the mistakes only if they had a fair knowledge of the language structure.

Part 6 records the lowest facility rate, which is 12%. It shows the inability of the candidates 
to identity the relevant word for the given context. It is suggested that the teachers should 
teach a collection of homophones (principal - principle pear - pair, male - mail) and should 
provide activities to be used in meaningful context. Students should be taught passive voice 
structures systematically.   
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•	 Test 10 	− 	 Vocabulary

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability use words appropriately to complete a factual text.     
Technique 	 − 	 Fill in the blanks.

   Test 10 with expected answers :

       

healing

beliefs

diagnose

treatment

moral

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 10 :

Almost all the of candidates have attempted Test 
10. 5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	 46%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	 42%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	   9%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	   3%
Only 03% of candidates have obtained more than 
76 marks and 46% of candidates have scored below 
25 marks. 88% of candidates have scored below 
50 marks and only 12% of candidates have scored 
above 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 10 :

Observations :

The test 10 is based on Vocabulary. The facility of parts 
in Test 10 is as follows.

Part (1) - 17%
Part (2) - 29%
Part (3) - 21%
Part (4) - 27%
Part (5) - 20%

The highest facility of 29% is recorded for part 2 and the 
lowest facility of 17% is recorded for part 1. Facility of 
all the other parts in test 10 is between 17% to 29%  
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COMMENTS :

This test seems to be difficult for the candidates as they have to select the word that matches 
the meaning of the phrase given in brackets. Low performance of this test gives evidence to 
the candidates lack of exposure to the target language. They need to understand the context 
of the passage in order to understand the words.

So, the teachers need to provide a variety of texts to improve their ability to read. Exercises 
on matching words with their meanings should be given to students. Students should be 
guided to guess the meanings of words and phrases from the context. The skill of using the 
dictionary (English - English) should be encouraged among students by giving them several 
activities and assigning home work tasks.  
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•	 Test 11 	− 	 Reading
Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to identify the specific information.   
Technique 	− 	 Answering questions.

   Test 11 with expected answers :

       

banner
bannock

Baptist
Bantu

to make a lot of unpleasant noise (by shouting or crying)

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 11 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 11. 
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	25%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	30%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	33%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	12%
Only 12% of candidates have obtained more than 
76 marks and 25% of candidates have scored below 
25 marks. 55% of candidates have scored below 50 
marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 11 :

Observations :

The test 11 is based on Reading. The facility for parts of 
Test 11 is as follows.

Part (1) - 70%
Part (2) - 34%
Part (3) - 52%
Part (4) - 38%
Part (5) - 64%

The facilities of all parts in test 11 is between 34% to 70%. 
The facility of the parts 1, 3 and 5 are above 50%. The 
maximum facility of 70% is recorded for part 1 while the 
minimum facility of 34% is recorded for part 2.
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COMMENTS :

The candidates have shown an average performance for test 11. Performance for part 1, 3 and 5 
are better than the other two. The answers to these 3 questions can be found directly and it may 
have increased their performance.

The students' performance can be improved by giving exposure to similar texts in the class. 
Often use of dictionary in the class by the students could improve this situation.

Students should be given tasks to develop the skills of skimming and scanning. On the other 
hand answers to part I, 3 and 5 are directly stated in the dictionary page. Students should also be 
taught to identify words stated in the dictionary in different word classes.
eg : Part 4 where students have to understand that the stated word is used as a noun and as an 
adjective. 

	Teachers should expose the students to use the dictionary to find a specifie word and 
identify the word class. 

	Regular use of dictionaries in the classroom will help the students to be familiar with the 
page in the dictionary which could help them in variety of ways to improve their English 
Language in the long run.  
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•        Test 12 − Grammar

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the overall proficiency of the language. 
Technique 	 − 	 Modified close. 

   Test 12 with expected answers :

       

dishonesty world

the

orderedstepped

me astonished
but water

is

replied that

your honestly

 
Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 12 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 12.
7 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	 52%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	 27%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	 11%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	 10%
Only 10% of candidates have obtained more than 
76 marks and 52% of candidates have scored below 
25 marks. 79% of candidates have scored below 
50 and 21% of candidates have scored above 50 
marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 12 :

OBSERVATIONS :

The test 12 is based on Grammar. Facility for parts of 
Test 12 is as follows.

Part (1) - 29% 	 Part (8) 	 - 47% 
Part (2) - 52% 	 Part (9) 	 - 34% 
Part (3) - 41% 	 Part (10) - 33% 
Part (4) - 33% 	 Part (11) - 32% 
Part (5) - 31% 	 Part (12) - 27% 
Part (6) - 42%	 Part (13) - 31%
Part (7) - 26%	 Part (14) - 37%	

The highest facility of 52% is recorded for part 2 and 
the  lowest facility of 26% is for the part 7. Part 2, 3, 
6 and 8 are above 40% and only part 1, 7, and 12 are 
below 30%.  
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COMMENTS :

The performance for Test 12 was poor. The facility varies from 26% - 52%. This reflects the 
inadequate proficiency of the language of the candidates.

It is necessary to give enough exposure to the students to read extensively. So, the teachers 
are advised to  select suitable texts outside the prescribed books and use them in classroom 
activities. Similar cloze passages should be selected from newspaper articles and journals. 
Students should be taught to guess the meanings of difficult words from the context of words 
which are known to them. Constant practice in similar tasks will help students to increase their 
overall language proficiency.

We suggest teachers to use variety of cloze texts from Grade Six starting with the simple 
passages to the difficult.

	Teachers can make their own cloze texts using the passages in the text books.

	 eg : 	 (1)	 Find a passage
		  (2)	 Leave the 1st and the last sentence as it is
		  (3)	 Take out every 4th  or 5th word of the text
		  (4)	 Jumble the words taken out and put them in a box
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•	 Test 13 	− 	 Grammar

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to use the correct verb forms to complete a dialogue. 
Technique 	 − 	 Completion.

   Test 13 with expected answers :

are launching /

.............................................................................................................................are going to launch / will be launching

have done

have been provided

are earning / earn

were given

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 13 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 13. 
5 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	 80%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	 17%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	 02%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	 01%
Only 01% of candidates have obtained more than 
76 marks and 80% of candidates have scored below 
25 marks. 97% of candidates have scored below 
50 and 03% of candidates have scored above 50 
marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 13 :

Observations :

The test 13 is based on Grammar. The technique used 
is completion. The  facility of parts in Test 13 is as 
follows.

Part (2) - 15%
Part (3) - 04%
Part (4) - 1%
Part (5) - 9%
Part (6) - 6%

The highest facility of 15% is for part 2 and the lowest 
facility  of 1% is recorded for part 4. The second highest 
facility of 9% is for part 5 and the next to follow is 6% 
for part 6.
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COMMENTS :

In this test, the students are asked to use correct forms of the verb to complete the dialogue. 
A staggering percentage of students has not understood the proper use of grammar in the 
sentence, which is a common underlying error in the performance of most the students.

Part 4 which is the lowest recorded answer with the percentage of 1% shows that the students 
have not understood the use of passive form. It is a complex passive voice form because it 
is in present perfect tense. Comparatively part 6 also deals with passive, on the whole, the 
students are mystified in the use of correct verb forms. Special attention should be given to 
these kinds of activities, where the students will be able to identify and use different kinds 
of verb forms. Most of all, they have to understand when and how to use them.   

Similar exercises (dialogues as well as prose texts) should be introduced to students where 
all the tenses are used in both active and passive voice.  

Test 13 assesses the ability of the candidates to use the correct verb forms to complete a 
dialogue. As the analysis depicts the performance of candidates in this test is extremely 
poor. The facility varies from 1% to 15% candidates have not understood the proper verb 
forms to suit the situation. Students should be given constant practice in this type of test 
items using a variety of texts. 
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•	 Test 14	− 	 Writing

Objectives 	− 	 (1) Assess the ability to write an informal letter.
		  (2) Assess the ability to interpret a bar chart and write a description.
    
Technique 	 − 	 Guided writing

   Test 14 :

  

Test 14 : Selection of options

Not attempted

Selection of options

In choosing options for Question 14
14 (a) - writing a letter
14 (b) - writing a description about the given bar chart

The majority of candidates (48%) opted for 14 (a) and 24% of the candidates had chosen 14 (b), which 
naturally shows that the candidates find it easier to write formal / informal letters than interpreting statistical 
data.

There is a considerable percentage, 28% of the candidates who have not attempted this question. Pro mot 
remedial action should be taken to improve the writing skill of students to reduce this percentage.    

The format of the letter has been practiced for a long time and so large number of candidates is familiar 
with it and hence the choice is for the same. The same should be done for writing about statistical data, the 
students should be made familiar with all kinds of writing.  
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Expected Answer :
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Expected Answer :

No : 38,
Araliya Mawatha,
Battaramulla,
Sri Lanka.
18th December 2015

Dear Amal,

	 How are you? I'm keeping fine. Hope you are enjoying your life in Australia. 

	 I couldn't write to you earlier as I was busy organizing a special programme in our school to 
promote the saving habit among school children. It was held on the 25 th November 2015 and was organized 
by the commerce society. Students of grade 10 - 13 participated in it.

	 One activity we had was a speech on "The value of saving" done by the Guest Speaker of the 
programme, The manager of the ''Surakum" bank, Battaramulla. The speech was very interesting and 
students were highly motivated.

	 The next activity was a drama little "My little Saving till" a story of a little girl who saved money 
in a till and finally won a lottery after opening an account.

	 Being a member of the commerce society, I'm happy that we have done a good deed.

	 Please reply me soon. God bless you.

Your friend 
Yohan    
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Expected Answers :

       
Expected Answer :   

This bar Chart shows the sale of five different items available in our school book shop. The horizontal axis 
of the chart shows the items sold. The vertical axis shows the percentage of the sale. The five items sold are 
ball point pens, story books, pencils boxes, colouring pencils and exercise books.

The percentage of the sale of exercise books is sixty, and it is the maximum number. The sale of pencil 
boxes shows the minimum number and it is 20%. Colouring pencil and story books have been sold in equal 
amounts. The bar graph shows the proportion of items purchased by the students of the school.
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 14 :

Almost all the candidates have attempted Test 14. 
10 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	59%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	27%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	10%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	  4%
Only 04% of candidates have obtained more than 
76 marks and 59% of candidates have scored below 
25 marks. 86% of candidates have scored below 
50 and 14% of candidates have scored above 50 
marks.

Marks distribution for the question

Observations and Comments on Test 14 :

Observations :

Test 14 is based on guided writing. It has 2 options and 
overall facility of each items is,

Option (a)	 - 	27%
Option (b)	 - 	29%

This chart shows that the difficulty level of question 14 (a) 
and 14 (b) are almost the same. Fa
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Observations :

Test 14 (a) is based on guided writing. Facility of 
Test 14 (a) in this question is 27%. 

According to the 2 nd graph, facility shown under 
all criteria are as follows,

Content 	 - 	 38%
Language 	 - 	 21%
Format and Organization 	 - 	 23%
Mechanics of Writing 	 - 	 27%
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COMMENTS :

The low facility indicated in test 14 (a) shows that the test had been difficult for the candidates. 
According to the criteria for marking Test 14 (a) distribution of marks for content and language 
is the same. But as the graph shows, the candidates have scored more marks for the content than 
the language. Facility of 38% for content indicates that the majority of students have not included 
all the points necessary in the answer. Facility for language indicates that only 21% of candidates 
have performed well in language. This shows that most of the students were not able to construct 
grammatically correct meaningful sentences and they were not familiar with the format of a 
letter.

Simple informal letter writing should be introduced from grade 6 and the teachers should organize 
their teaching to start with parallel writing and then do guided writing in their classrooms.

Teachers need to pay special attention to the grammatical accuracy of the students' writing. It is 
advised that the teachers need to correct their writing in the class room giving individual attention 
to their writing and give immediate feed back to the students.   
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Observations and Comments on Test 14 (b) :

Observations :

Test 14 (b) is based on guided writing. Facility for 
Test 14 (b) is 29%. 

According to the 2 nd graph, facility for,

Content 	 - 	 45%
Language 	 - 	 25%
Format and Organization 	 - 	 25%
Mechanics of Writing 	 - 	 33%
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COMMENTS :

The low facility of 29% shows that the candidates were not successful in their attempts to answer 
the question 14 (b) The low facility for language, format and  organization shows that their 
inability to construct grammatically correct sentences and also to organize the ideas properly.

The candidates should be given enough practice to interpret statistical information and put 
them in order logically into grammatically correct and meaningful sentences. They should 
be given special attention to their spelling and punctuation. Students should be exposed to 
different graphs, pie - charts, tables etc and get them to write short reports in their classroom. 
The teachers should make them familiar with the vocabulary and the phrases to be used in 
describing charts, graphs & tables.    
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•	 Test 15	− 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to read, understand / interpret directly / indirectly stated information in a 
long descriptive text.     

Technique 	− 	 Answering questions.  

   Test 15 with expected answers :

     

F

F
T

T
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any
financial benefits

(because) he was a good man / he was good

(just) before nightfall

(any two of the following) magnificent bunch,

opened the gate

marvel of nature, the finest

carried his bag

The poor man's
The guard

Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 15 :

Almost all the of candidates have attempted Test 15. 
8 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range 	 - 	71%
	 26 -   50 	 range 	 - 	19%
	 51 -   75 	 range 	 - 	  7%
	 76 - 100 	 range 	 - 	  3%
Only 03% of candidates have obtained more than  
76 marks and 71% of candidates have scored below 25 
marks. 90% of candidates have scored below 50 and 
14% of candidates have scored above 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question
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Observations and Comments on Test 15 :

Observations :

The test 15 is based on Grammar. The technique used is 
completion. The  facility for parts in Test 13 is as follows.

Part (1) - 52%		  Part (5) - 14%
Part (2) - 30%		  Part (6) -   7%
Part (3) - 19%		  Part (7) - 19%
Part (4) - 11%

The highest facility, 52% is for part 1 and lowest 7% is for 
part 6. Only part 1 and 2 show facility which is more than 
30% and the rest of them are below 25%
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COMMENTS :

Test 15 assesses the ability to read and understand / interpret, directly / indirectly stated 
information in a descriptive text. Though the subparts are reduced in number, the candidates 
still find it difficult to score marks in this test item. The lowest facility is for part 6, in which 
the candidates were asked to write specified phrases from the texts. It shows that the candidates 
have not understood what a phrase is, which led to the lowest facility of 7%. Even part 3 and 4, 
which deals with 'wh' questions, record 19% and 11% respectively. 

Reading and understanding the passage is below the expected level. Teachers should concentrate 
on making reading an enjoyable activity for students. Reading should be considered as a pleasant 
experience, rather than an activity which is only used for scoring marks. Giving activities from 
lower grades to the students who are weak in reading will help them. 

A variety of reading activities can be given to the students for their improvement. It should be 
noted that reading helps candidates to improve their language skills too.   
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•	 Test 16	− 	 Writing

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to write a speech / an article / a story / a dialogue on a given topic    
Technique 	− 	 Guided / Free writing   

   Test 16 :
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Test 16 : Selection of options

Selection of options

Not attempted

36%

Test 16 offers a wide range of choice for the candidates. The test carries equal marks (15) for each 
choice. The selection of choice is as follows. 

1.	 Writing an article		  -  26%
2.	 Writing a  speech		  -    2%
3. 	 Writing an essay		  -  13%
4.	 Completing a dialogue	 -  23%
5.	 Not attempted		  -  36%

Comments :
According to the graph, the highest percentage of candidates (26%) have selected 16 (a) which is 
writing an article on 'Value of reading'. Most probably students might have thought that writing about 
Reading was easy for  them. They must have thought that they had enough vocabulary and content 
regarding this topic.

The second highest percentage is for 16(d) where candidates had to complete a dialogue. The starting 
sentence given is also relating to their experience. Further, students might have thought that handling 
a dialogue was much easier.

Only 13% of the students have selected the essay, even though the guidelines were given.

Fewer candidates had chosen part 16(b) many students might have thought that writing a speech was 
rather  difficult because they were not competent enough with the language style that should be adopted 
in writing speeches.

36% of the candidates which is more than one third of the scenario test takers have not attempted to 
answer the question. This should be seriously taken into consideration and prompt action should be 
taken to develop the writing skills in students. 

Teachers should select variety of topics for students to write long essays. Using different writing 
styles.
Such as
1.	 Description writing
2.	 Expository writing
3.	 Argumentative writing
4.	 Narrative writing   
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    Expected Answer :

(4)   
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Overall observations, conclusions and suggestions regarding the answer to Question 16 :

Nearly all the candidates have attempted Test 16. 
15 marks have been allocated for this test.
The candidates have scored as follows.
	 00 -   25 	 range - 	69%
	 26 -   50 	 range - 	19%
	 51 -   75 	 range - 	  9%
	 76 - 100	 range - 	  3%
Only 03% of candidates have obtained more than 
76 marks and 69% of candidates have obtained 
less than 25 marks. 88% of candidates have scored 
below 50 and only 12% of candidates have scored 
above 50 marks.

Marks distribution for the question

Observations and Comments on Test 16 :

Observations :

Test 16 is based on guided writing and free writing. It has 4 
options and the overall facility of each option is,

Option (1) - 14%		
Option (2) -   5%		
Option (3) - 19%		
Option (4) - 17%

The option 3 has the highest facility rate where the option 
2 has that lowest facility rate. This chart shows that 16 (b) 
writing a speech is more difficult for the candidates than the 
other 3 writing tasks. 
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Observations: 

Test 16 (a) is based on a guided writing. The facility for 
test 16 (a) is 14%. The candidates have performed as 
shown below.

Content 	 - 	25%
Language 	 - 	15%
Format & Organization 	- 	23%
Mechanics of Writing 	 - 	20%
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COMMENTS :

In option 1 the candidates have to write an article to the newspaper about 'Value of Reading" with the 
guidelines given. Even with the provided guidelines candidates have not been able to produce a good 
piece of writing.

The facility of four criteria of assessment shows that there isn't much gap between each criterion. 
The content shows the highest facility while language shows the lowest facility. According to the 
criteria for marking, both of these criteria carry equal marks. Yet, overall performance of the candidates 
seemed to be very low.

The teachers should provide more guidance for students to practice their writing. It is advised that 
the teachers should use different methods to improve the writing skill of the students from grade 6 
onwards. 

The following guidelines will help students to write a good article. 

- 	 An article with required length.
- 	 Clear introduction and a conclusion.
- 	 Well connected sentences with good range of vocabulary.
- 	 Should have suitable writing style of language.
- 	 Grammatically correct, meaningful sentences.
- 	 Correct spelling, punctuation and clear handwriting.
-	 Including all the points in well organized separate paragraphs
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Observations: 

Test 16 (b) is based on a speech. The facility for 
this guided writing task is 5%. The candidates have 
performed as shown below.

Content 	 - 	7%
Language 	 - 	3%
Format & Organization 	- 	4%
Mechanics of Writing 	 - 	5%
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COMMENTS :

In option (b) of Test 16, candidates have to write a speech on "If I could go back in time". It is also a 
guided writing task. It records the lowest overall facility which is only 5%. It shows that most of the 
candidates who attempted this task had not been successful. 

The facility for content is the highest one which is 7%. Further, Language, Format and Organization, 
Mechanics of writing also record very low facility. Generally candidates are very weak in writing tasks 
related to speech.

- 	 Students should be taught the correct format of a speech, with, the start, body and the 
conclusion.

- 	 They should be given similar writing tasks to write speeches relating to their daily 
situations.

- 	 They should be taught how to use cohesive devices to maintain the clarity the flow of the 
ideas within the paragraph of the speech.

- 	 They should be given opportunities to develop grammatically correct, meaningful sentences.
- 	 They should be taught the importance of writing according to the guidelines.
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Observations: 

Test 16 (c) is based on guided writing. The facility for 
test 16 (c) is 19%. The candidates have performed as 
shown below.

Content 	 - 	41%
Language 	 - 	26%
Format & Organization 	- 	42%
Mechanics of Writing 	 - 	35%
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COMMENTS :

In test 16 (c), the candidates are asked to write an essay on the topic "Computers: do we need them"?. 
Even though this topic is widely discussed in day to day life, the candidates' use of language is much 
to be improved. The facility for content which is 41% is more than the facility for language which is 
26%. It shows that even if the candidates know the content, they don't have the language to express 
themselves properly in writing essays.

Overall, writing has stunted the candidates' ability to score in the paper. The candidates inability 
to master the choice of vocabulary and the use of language greatly impair the performance of the 
candidates to score easily in the writing activities.

Teachers are advised to give more activities in writing and it should be started from grade 6 onwards. 
practice in writing in the Last minute won't help the candidates, as language learning is a lengthy 
process. Teachers should have this in their mind during the process of language teaching. 
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Observations: 

Test 16 (d) is based on a free writing. The facility for 
test 16 (d) is 16%. The candidates have performed as 
shown below.

Content 	 - 	29%
Language 	 - 	16%
Format & Organization 	- 	29%
Mechanics of Writing 	 - 	21%
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COMMENTS :

In Test 16 (d), the candidates are asked to complete a dialogue. The overall facility shows that most of 
the students who have attempted this question have not been successful. The facility for both content 
and the organization is the same. That is 29% Language records the lowest facility and Mechanics 
of writing records a facility of 21%. Language seems to be the most difficult criterion for them. That 
means majority of students have problems in understanding the context and constructing grammatically 
correct meaningful sentences. 

- 	 Students should be given proper guidance to write dialogues paying attention to contracted 
forms and cohesion etc.

- 	 In addition to affirmative forms, interrogative forms relating to dialogues should be taught to 
students.

- 	 Vocabulary related to conversation should also be taught.
- 	 Students should be exposed to various simple and complex situations where dialogue form is 

used.
- 	 Individual attention and proper feedback should be provided to students while they are 

engaged in similar writing tasks.
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(1) Expected Answer

	 Test 16 - (a)

 

Value of Reading
"Reading makes a full man"

	 The famous quote tells us the value of reading just in one simple phrase, Reading makes man 
complete by providing him knowledge and experience gathered from all around the world.

	 There are various types of texts and literature we come across to read, such as books, 
magazines, newspapers, novels, fiction and poetry etc. We can read about famous people 
around the world in their biographies. We can read and learn about technology and science in 
different magazines. Newspapers bring us various types of news around the world. Reading 
these different kinds of information helps us gain a lot of knowledge in many different fields.

	 It is a fact that we also improve our language through reading different types of literature. 
For instance, in novels we find a lot of new words, that belong to various fields. Reading novels, 
fiction and other literature helps any child to improve his / her language and creativity as well. 
They also bring us experience from different social classes, countries, tribes, individuals and 
ethnic groups etc.

	 Reading not only helps us improve our knowledge but also helps us relax ourselves. It is a 
popular leisure time activity. Reading helps you feel entertained. Moreover, a good reader can 
also become a good writer.

	 In conclusion, we can say that reading is important in our lives, and the value of reading is 
immeasurable.
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(2)   Expected Answer

	 Test 16 - (b)

Honourable Sir / Madam
Honourable Chairman, Honourable Secretary and my dear brothers and sisters,

It is a great pleasure for me to speak a few words on the topic "If I could go back in time"

First of all, I must say that I would be glad and it would be nice to experience events again that 
I had already faced in my life. The day that is still in my memory is the first day I entered the 
school. That day I was crying all the time and clinging to the saree of my mother. If I could 
become a child again to enter the school I would not cry and cling to the saree of my mother. I 
would boldly step in to the classroom and enjoy the first day without grief. 

The second wonderful experience in my life was the day I got the results of grade five scholorship 
examination and came first in the school list. My friends came to me and congratulated me on 
my achievement. If I could go back to my Grade five class again, I would love to experience that 
wonderful moment again. My teachers and the Principal would praise me again in the morning 
assembly. My parents would buy me gifts. My relatives would send me their good wishes.            
I would get a new school and new friends.

Finally, I would like to say to you all that I can't go back in time. But I would be the happiest 
and luckiest person If I could do so.

Thank you.       
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(3) Expected Answer

	 Test 16 - (c)

"Computers : do we need them?"

Computers are modern equipment Modern man cannot survive without computers. Computers 
are the results of modern science and technology.

Today we use computers for many purposes. At present we live in an era where information 
technology plays a leading role in making our lives successful. We have so many sources to 
obtain information. Computers come under electronic category. The world is fast changing 
producing a lot of information in various fields. Computers, especially world - wide - web and 
internet help us to have access to such sources.

Further, computers are a rich source for educational purposes. Students are free to use computers 
and obtain information about various subjects. Hence they can update their knowledge with new 
trends. Not only for students, even for teachers computer helps a lot in obtaining information 
for lessons. Even the modern man finds computers as a tool to make his life easier. He uses 
computers to do his day to day activities efficiently and accurately.

Although computers are useful machinery, so many bad things have been reported in the recent  
time. One such problem is that some people have become addicted to computers neglecting 
their normal lives and duties. This is especially, a serious mater when we consider our school 
children. Parents complain that their children use the computer wasting their time and neglecting 
their studies. Recent studies have proved that computers have negative effects on our health. 
For example our eye - sight is affected due to the use of computer for a long time.

Therefore we can conclude that computers are useful to modern man. But we have to control 
ourselves in using them to minimize bad effects.
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(4) 	 Expected Answer

	 Test 16 - (d)

Thamara	 :	 Yes, vegetable are on the other side of the garden near the paddy field?
Nadeesha	:	 Oh! Can I see them ?
Thamara	 :	 Of course, come let's go there.	
Nadeesha	:	 Lovely, vegetable every where, cabbages, capsicum ladies fingers, tomatoes  

and many more. Does your father do all these ? 
Thamara	 :	 Oh! No, my father is busy with the office work but my mother does all these.
Nadeesha	:	 I can't believe. Is there anybody to help her?
Thamara	 :	 My mother manages every thing with the help of my uncle. Sometimes she get 

the help of one or two workmen too.
Nadeesha	:	 By the way, what do you use as manure ?
Thamara	 :	 We use all the natural things. Mainly cow dung and compost.  
Nadeesha	:	 Well, from where do you get them ?
Thamara	 :	 We have a small animal farm too. So, we make the compost by ourselves. 
		  Look! We have our compost bins and also pits. 
Nadeesha	:	 Amazing..
		  Do you use insecticides & pesticides in gardening ?  
Thamara	 :	 Oh, No, we use cow dung, kohomba leaves, soap water, ash etc.
Nadeesha	:	 Cow dung ! as an insecticide ?	
Thamara	 :	 Yes, we make it as a liquid and use it. Look at those golden colour flowers in 

the vegetable garden. My mother says they keep the insects away from the 
vegetable beds.  

Nadeesha	:	 It's news for me.
Thamara	 :	 We eat fresh vegetable, yams, fruits every day. Almost all the meals we have 

directly taken from our garden ? 
Nadeesha	:	 Do you sell them ? 
Thamara	 :	 Yes we sell vegetables, fruits, flowers, milk ... every thing. Its a good income.
Nadeesha	:	 Great ! Do you also work in the garden ?	
Thamara	 :	 Only when I have time. My mother tells me to study well & get a degree in 

agriculture. So that I can improve the garden.	
Nadeesha	:	 It's a good idea.
		  Any way I don't have a big garden, but I also like to have some vegetables in 

my garden. Will you help me ?
Thamara	 :	 Of course. I'll give you some plants to take home.
Nadeesha	:	 Thank you Thamara. It's so nice of you.
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Part III

3.0	 Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement

3.1	 Factors to be considered by the candidates when answering questions

   

	 General Instructions for the candidates :

*	 The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces 
provided for it.

*	 Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should 
never answer using a red pen or a pencil.

*	 Correction fluid should not be used in the answer sheet.

*	 Handwriting should be legible and clear.

*	 Each question should be read carefully and the candidates should adhere to the instructions 
given in the question paper.

*	 The candidates have to answer all the tests in the question paper itself.

*	 The candidates are expected to utilize the full time allocated for the paper at the 
examination.

*	 The space allocated for the writing tests provides guidance to the candidates about the 
required length of the answer.

	 Specific Instructions :

*	 The candidates must pay their attention to the examples given when answering 
questions.

*	 Attention should be paid to spelling when transferring information from a text and 
copying it as the answer. Candidates will lose marks for spelling errors. 

*	 In reading tasks, the candidates must understand the main idea of the text before                         
answering questions.

*	 The candidates must apply the reading techniques like scanning, skimming and inferring 
when attempting to answer questions related to reading.

*	 The candidates must not copy chunks from the passages as answers when one specific 
answer (a sentence, a phrase or a word) is expected. Marks will not be awarded for such 
answers.

*	 The candidates should be able to guess the meaning of a new word according to the 
context.

*	 In writing tasks the candidates must pay their attention to the grammatical accuracy, 
appropriateness (relevance), mechanics of writing and organization.

*	 When the options are available for the writing tests, the candidates are advised to follow 
the instructions thoroughly.
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3.2  Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process

*	 The teachers should be familiar with the syllabus, the textbooks and the Teachers' 
Instructional Manual (TIM).

*	 The teachers should plan their lessons well to make teaching more interesting and 
productive.

*	 The teachers should use resources available to them to facilitate the teaching                                              
learning process.

*	 The candidates should be given more opportunities to read and write and listen and speak 
English in the classroom.

*	 The teachers should encourage maximum pupil interaction in English in the classroom 
through group work and pair work.

*	 The teacher's questioning techniques in classroom teaching helps the performance of the 
candidates in the examination.

*	 The teachers who prepare students for the G.C.E.(O/L) examination should read the 
'Examination and Assessment Guidelines' issued by the Department of Examinations and 
follow the instructions.

*	 If there are candidates with weak performance, the teachers should help them to reach at 
least the basic level performance standards mentioned in the 'Examination and Assessment 
Guidelines'.

*	 In teaching vocabulary, the teachers should go beyond the level of memorizing the spelling 
and practising pronunciation making students aware of word classes and their use.

*	 The teachers should use new strategies to make teaching more interesting.

*	 In teaching reading, the teachers should expose pupils to a variety of authentic text types 
to develop their reading skills.

*	 In answering reading tests, pupils should be informed that short and grammatically correct 
answers can earn full marks.

*	 In answering 'Wh' questions (especially in test 15), the students should be advised not to 
copy the full sentences unnecessarily from the reading passage. Copying chunks from 
passages will be a waste of time.

*	 Teachers should encourage students to attempt all the writing activities of the question 
paper. Most of the students do not even attempt the basic writing tests in paper I.

*	 The teachers should use the same criteria used in the marking scheme, in their classroom 
tests and term tests too.
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*	 The teachers should pay individual attention to the students, especially in teaching 
writing and they should make sure that all writing activities of every child are marked and                           
comments given. It is always better to ask students to rewrite the tasks after the teachers' 
comments.

*	 Grammar should be taught and tested not in isolation but in context.

*	 Attention should be paid to 'Language Focus' and  'Language Expressions' given at the 
beginning of each unit.

*	 The candidates should be made aware that marks are awarded for spelling, grammatical 
accuracy, mechanics of writing, format and organization, and that a simple mistake would 
result in losing marks.

*	 Every teacher who prepares the students for G.C.E.(O/L) examination should be thorough 
with the question paper and the marking criteria every year so that he/she would be able to 
improve the performance level of the students.

*	 The teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject 
using correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.




