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INTRODUCTION

		  Out of all public examinations in Sri Lanka the largest number of candidates 
sit the G.C.E.(O.L.) Examination which is conducted at national level. The certificate 
received on the results of this examination is used not only to select those who are 
eligible for higher education but also to secure medium level jobs. In addition, it is a 
basic requirement to follow certain courses of study in International Universities. It 
is thus accepted due to its validity and reliability as well as its high quality.

		  Students strive hard to acquire a high achievement level at this examination 
while their teachers as well as their parents work hard to fulfil the students' expectations. 
By preparing this Evaluation Report, the Department of Examinations intends to help 
students in achieving their goals. It is certain that the information contained in this 
Evaluation Report will be of immense use to all those who are involved in the process 
of education including the candidates, teachers, principals, subject directors, in-service 
advisors, parents and researchers on education.

		  This Evaluation Report prepared by the Research and Development Branch 
is based on the information, observations, ideas and suggestions provided by Chief 
Examiners and Assistant Examiners involved in evaluation of answer scripts and the 
information gathered by the analyses of candidates' responses using the Classical Test 
Theory and the Item Response Theory. 

		  This Evaluation Report consists of three parts, I, II and III. Part I contains 
the objectives of  the subject and information on subject achievement. Part II contains 
expected answers for Paper I and Paper II, the marking scheme and  the observations 
regarding answering questions and suggestions for further improvement. In Part 
III, the factors to be considered by the candidate and suggestions for improvement 
regarding the learning - teaching process are highlighted. This part will be very useful 
to organize students' learning - teaching process to empower them to reach for higher 
goals. 

		  I would like to invite comments and suggestions to improve the quality 
of this report. I wish to extend my sincere thanks to the Controlling Examiners and 
other resource personnel for their dedication and contribution in the preparation of 
this report, and also the Chief Examiners and Assistant Examiners for providing 
information. I am thankful to the staff and the head of Printing Press of the department 
for making it possible to present this valuable report neatly printed as books. I also 
appreciate the commitment of the staff members of the Department of Examinations 
to make this whole process a success. 

	 W.M.N.J. Pushpakumara
	 Commissioner General of Examinations

11th November 2013
Research & Development Branch 
National Evaluation & Testing Service
Department of Examinations.
Pelawatta, Battaramulla.
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	 Part I 

1.0 	 Objectives and information regarding achievement in the subject

	 	 1.1	 Subject objectives 	
	
	

	

*	 To create the need to learn English as a Second Language in a                                  
Multilingual Society.	

*	 To create opportunities for the Sri Lankan child to achieve the competencies in       
a link language. 	

*	 To create facilities to learn a language which can be used to build                                 
ethnic harmony.

*	 To enable the students to learn an International Language which could be made 
use of in their later life for employment purposes.	

*	 To empower the learner to communicate confidently, fluently and effectively in 
the English Language.	
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1.2. 	 Information regarding achievement of candidates in the subject.

 
	 	 1.2.1.	 Number of candidates who sat for English Language 

	

School Private Total 

    332524 73448 405972

	 	 	 Table 1  

	 1.2.2.	 Grades obtained by the candidates

 Grade
School  Candidates Private  Candidates  

Total Percentage
Number Percentage Number Percentage

A 22103 6.65 3266 4.45 25369 6.25

B 15872 4.77 2931 3.99 18803 4.63

C 48597 14.61 14769 20.11 63366 15.61

S 67626 20.34 22500 30.63 90125 22.20

W 178326 53.63 29982 40.82 208308 51.31

Total 332524 100.00 73448 100.00 405972 100.00

               Table 2   
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1.2.3. 	Grades obtained by school candidates who sat the examination for the first time 
	 - District wise

District No. Sat 

Distinction 
(A)  

Very 
Good 
Pass
 (B) 

Credit 
Pass
(C)  

Ordinary 
pass
 (S)

Pass 
^A+B+C+S&

Weak             
(W)                  
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]
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um

be
r

]
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um
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r

]
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um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um
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r

]

1. Colombo 30460 6709 22.03 2991 9.82 6373 20.92 5567 18.28 21640 71.04 8820 28.96

2. Gampaha 25654 2525 9.84 1849 7.21 4842 18.87 5360 20.89 14576 56.82 11078 43.18

3. Kalutara 14610 1255 8.59 1026 7.02 2505 17.15 2994 20.49 7780 53.25 6830 46.75

4. Kandy 19244 2006 10.42 1269 6.59 3286 17.08 3627 18.85 10188 52.94 9056 47.06

5. Matale 6392 347 5.43 315 4.93 949 14.85 1112 17.40 2723 42.60 3669 57.40

6. Nuwara Eliya 9130 279 3.06 329 3.60 1051 11.51 1631 17.86 3290 36.04 5840 63.96

7. Galle 15013 1417 9.44 905 6.03 2349 15.65 2908 19.37 7579 50.48 7434 49.52

8. Matara 11304 823 7.28 557 4.93 1772 15.68 2229 19.72 5381 47.60 5923 52.40

9. Hambantota 8647 406 4.70 365 4.22 1202 13.90 1767 20.43 3740 43.25 4907 56.75

10. Jaffna 8458 414 4.89 335 3.96 1097 12.97 1351 15.97 3197 37.80 5261 62.20

11. Kilinochchi 1690 6 0.36 17 1.01 62 3.67 153 9.05 238 14.08 1452 85.92

12. Mannar 1480 29 1.96 29 1.96 142 9.59 319 21.55 519 35.07 961 64.93

13. Vavuniya 2654 81 3.05 84 3.17 274 10.32 409 15.41 848 31.95 1806 68.05

14. Mullaitivu 1399 3 0.21 9 0.64 42 3.00 102 7.29 156 11.15 1243 88.85

15. Batticaloa 6625 214 3.23 231 3.49 846 12.77 1257 18.97 2548 38.46 4077 61.54

16. Ampara 8086 250 3.09 308 3.81 1132 14.00 1637 20.24 3327 41.15 4759 58.85

17. Trincomalee 5939 211 3.55 200 3.37 688 11.58 1084 18.25 2183 36.76 3756 63.24

18. Kurunegala 21437 1487 6.94 1114 5.20 3609 16.84 4642 21.65 10852 50.62 10585 49.38

19. Puttalam 9345 643 6.88 416 4.45 1303 13.94 1936 20.72 4298 45.99 5047 54.01

20. Anuradhapura 11630 524 4.51 405 3.48 1384 11.90 2019 17.36 4332 37.25 7298 62.75

21. Polonnaruwa 5033 126 2.50 144 2.86 511 10.15 848 16.85 1629 32.37 3404 67.63

22. Badulla 12411 595 4.79 494 3.98 1496 12.05 2187 17.62 4772 38.45 7639 61.55

23. Monaragala 6442 155 2.41 173 2.69 551 8.55 901 13.99 1780 27.63 4662 72.37

24. Ratnapura 14103 618 4.38 596 4.23 1765 12.52 2385 16.91 5364 38.03 8739 61.97

25. Kegalle 10802 675 6.25 574 5.31 1678 15.53 2183 20.21 5110 47.31 5692 52.69

All Island 267988 21798 8.13 14735 5.50 40909 15.27 50608 18.88 128050 47.78 139938 52.22

Table 3 
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1.2.4.	 Grades obtained by candidates who sat the examination for the first time
	 - Zonal wise

Education Zone 
No. Sat 

Distinction 
(A) 

Very 
Good Pass

 (B) 

Credit 
Pass
(C)  

Ordinary 
pass
 (S)

Pass
^A+B+C+S&

Weak         

(W)                    

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

1. Colombo 14266 4933 34.58 1761 12.34 2957 20.73 1982 13.89 11633 81.54 2633 18.46

2. Homagama 3558 116 3.26 165 4.64 597 16.78 748 21.02 1626 45.70 1932 54.30

3. Jayawardanapura 6889 948 13.76 566 8.22 1496 21.72 1608 23.34 4618 67.03 2271 32.97

4. Piliyandala 5747 712 12.39 499 8.68 1323 23.02 1229 21.39 3763 65.48 1984 34.52

5. Gampaha 7376 1084 14.70 649 8.80 1398 18.95 1409 19.10 4540 61.55 2836 38.45

6. Minuwangoda 4873 148 3.04 226 4.64 809 16.60 973 19.97 2156 44.24 2717 55.76

7. Negombo 6788 829 12.21 535 7.88 1300 19.15 1446 21.30 4110 60.55 2678 39.45

8. Kelaniya 6617 464 7.01 439 6.63 1335 20.18 1532 23.15 3770 56.97 2847 43.03

9. Kalutara 7125 796 11.17 614 8.62 1381 19.38 1503 21.09 4294 60.27 2831 39.73

10. Matugama 3020 124 4.11 149 4.93 445 14.74 586 19.40 1304 43.18 1716 56.82

11. Horana 4465 335 7.50 263 5.89 679 15.21 905 20.27 2182 48.87 2283 51.13

12. Kandy 6997 1637 23.40 843 12.05 1598 22.84 1199 17.14 5277 75.42 1720 24.58

13. Denuwara 2025 55 2.72 69 3.41 273 13.48 403 19.90 800 39.51 1225 60.49

14. Gampola 3356 147 4.38 147 4.38 505 15.05 694 20.68 1493 44.49 1863 55.51

15. Teldeniya 1617 13 0.80 22 1.36 108 6.68 245 15.15 388 24.00 1229 76.00

16. Wattegama 2312 73 3.16 94 4.07 373 16.13 501 21.67 1041 45.03 1271 54.97

17. Katugastota 2937 81 2.76 94 3.20 429 14.61 585 19.92 1189 40.48 1748 59.52

18. Matale 3417 306 8.96 245 7.17 628 18.38 613 17.94 1792 52.44 1625 47.56

19. Galewela 2010 28 1.39 54 2.69 256 12.74 356 17.71 694 34.53 1316 65.47

20. Naula 458 9 1.97 14 3.06 40 8.73 87 19.00 150 32.75 308 67.25

21. Wilgamuwa 507 4 0.79 2 0.39 25 4.93 56 11.05 87 17.16 420 82.84

22. Nuwara Eliya 2495 60 2.40 72 2.89 285 11.42 525 21.04 942 37.76 1553 62.24

23. Kotmale 1238 52 4.20 50 4.04 167 13.49 210 16.96 479 38.69 759 61.31

24. Hatton 2576 90 3.49 89 3.45 297 11.53 472 18.32 948 36.80 1628 63.20

25. Walapane 1274 26 2.04 42 3.30 114 8.95 198 15.54 380 29.83 894 70.17

26. Hanguranketha 1547 51 3.30 76 4.91 188 12.15 226 14.61 541 34.97 1006 65.03

27. Galle 6826 1073 15.72 581 8.51 1270 18.61 1293 18.94 4217 61.78 2609 38.22

28. Elpitiya 3065 62 2.02 89 2.90 383 12.50 602 19.64 1136 37.06 1929 62.94

29. Ambalangoda 3404 250 7.34 183 5.38 506 14.86 675 19.83 1614 47.41 1790 52.59

30. Udugama 1718 32 1.86 52 3.03 190 11.06 338 19.67 612 35.62 1106 64.38

31. Matara 4998 689 13.79 388 7.76 983 19.67 958 19.17 3018 60.38 1980 39.62

32. Akuressa 1987 66 3.32 93 4.68 312 15.70 430 21.64 901 45.34 1086 54.66

33. Mulatiyana 2088 33 1.58 40 1.92 242 11.59 455 21.79 770 36.88 1318 63.12

34. Morawaka 2231 35 1.57 36 1.61 235 10.53 386 17.30 692 31.02 1539 68.98
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Education Zone 
No. 
Sat

Distinction 

(A)  

Very Good 
Pass
 (B) 
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(C)  
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35. Tangalle 2436 99 4.06 106 4.35 375 15.39 526 21.59 1106 45.40 1330 54.60

36. Hambantota 3727 136 3.65 130 3.49 456 12.24 761 20.42 1483 39.79 2244 60.21

37. Walasmulla 2484 171 6.88 129 5.19 371 14.94 480 19.32 1151 46.34 1333 53.66

38. Jaffna 3091 269 8.70 190 6.15 546 17.66 524 16.95 1529 49.47 1562 50.53

39. Islands 576 0 0.00 0 0.00 24 4.17 52 9.03 76 13.19 500 86.81

40. Thenmarachchi 962 25 2.60 23 2.39 107 11.12 173 17.98 328 34.10 634 65.90

41. Valikamam 2245 44 1.96 50 2.23 224 9.98 340 15.14 658 29.31 1587 70.69

42.Vadamarachchi 1584 76 4.80 72 4.55 196 12.37 262 16.54 606 38.26 978 61.74

43. Kilinochchi 1690 6 0.36 17 1.01 62 3.67 153 9.05 238 14.08 1452 85.92

44. Mannar 1213 29 2.39 26 2.14 136 11.21 271 22.34 462 38.09 751 61.91

45. Madu 267 0 0.00 3 1.12 6 2.25 48 17.98 57 21.35 210 78.65

46. Vavuniya 2087 81 3.88 84 4.02 258 12.36 350 16.77 773 37.04 1314 62.96

47. Vavuniya North 567 0 0.00 0 0.00 16 2.82 59 10.41 75 13.23 492 86.77

48. Mullaitivu 907 2 0.22 9 0.99 36 3.97 79 8.71 126 13.89 781 86.11

49.Thunukkai 492 1 0.20 0 0.00 6 1.22 23 4.67 30 6.10 462 93.90

50. Batticaloa 2132 121 5.68 108 5.07 344 16.14 440 20.64 1013 47.51 1119 52.49

51. Kalkudah 1135 9 0.79 13 1.15 44 3.88 131 11.54 197 17.36 938 82.64

52. Paddirippu 1344 17 1.26 22 1.64 89 6.62 175 13.02 303 22.54 1041 77.46

53. Batticaloa Central 1335 67 5.02 88 6.59 355 26.59 397 29.74 907 67.94 428 32.06

54. Batticaloa Weast 679 0 0.00 0 0.00 14 2.06 114 16.79 128 18.85 551 81.15

55. Ampara 2224 38 1.71 58 2.61 283 12.72 431 19.38 810 36.42 1414 63.58

56. Kalmunai 2145 103 4.80 131 6.11 400 18.65 490 22.84 1124 52.40 1021 47.60

57. Sammanthurai 1151 15 1.30 24 2.09 105 9.12 193 16.77 337 29.28 814 70.72

58. Mahaoya 572 1 0.17 8 1.40 40 6.99 86 15.03 135 23.60 437 76.40

59. Dehiattakandiya 1009 18 1.78 25 2.48 101 10.01 179 17.74 323 32.01 686 67.99

60. Akkaraipattu 985 75 7.61 62 6.29 203 20.61 258 26.19 598 60.71 387 39.29

61. Trincomalee 719 34 4.73 20 2.78 87 12.10 147 20.45 288 40.06 431 59.94

62. Thirukkovil 1812 144 7.95 106 5.85 281 15.51 333 18.38 864 47.68 948 52.32

63. Mutur 1071 7 0.65 20 1.87 92 8.59 166 15.50 285 26.61 786 73.39

64. Kantale 845 10 1.18 24 2.84 75 8.88 129 15.27 238 28.17 607 71.83

65. Kinnya 1013 13 1.28 20 1.97 113 11.15 243 23.99 389 38.40 624 61.60

66. Trincomalee North 479 3 0.63 10 2.09 40 8.35 66 13.78 119 24.84 360 75.16

67. Kurunegala 5313 772 14.53 412 7.75 972 18.29 1089 20.50 3245 61.08 2068 38.92

68. Kuliyapitiya 3710 214 5.77 211 5.69 717 19.33 837 22.56 1979 53.34 1731 46.66

69. Nikaweratiya 2771 82 2.96 116 4.19 464 16.74 632 22.81 1294 46.70 1477 53.30

70. Maho 3251 104 3.20 79 2.43 381 11.72 687 21.13 1251 38.48 2000 61.52

71. Giriulla 3618 177 4.89 163 4.51 661 18.27 868 23.99 1869 51.66 1749 48.34

72. Ibbagamuwa 2774 138 4.97 133 4.79 414 14.92 529 19.07 1214 43.76 1560 56.24

73. Puttalam 4470 117 2.62 119 2.66 495 11.07 905 20.25 1636 36.60 2834 63.40

74. Chilaw 4875 526 10.79 297 6.09 808 16.57 1031 21.15 2662 54.61 2213 45.39
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Education Zone 
No. 
Sat

Distinction 

(A)  
Very 
Good 
Pass
 (B) 

Credit 
Pass
(C)  
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pass
 (S)
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75. Anuradhapura 4150 405 9.76 250 6.02 644 15.52 753 18.14 2052 49.45 2098 50.55

76. Tambuttegama 1960 32 1.63 45 2.30 212 10.82 324 16.53 613 31.28 1347 68.72

77. Kekirawa 2259 69 3.05 79 3.50 286 12.66 421 18.64 855 37.85 1404 62.15

78. Galenbidunuwewa 1555 12 0.77 16 1.03 123 7.91 262 16.85 413 26.56 1142 73.44

79. Kebithigollewa 1706 6 0.35 15 0.88 119 6.98 259 15.18 399 23.39 1307 76.61

80. Polonnaruwa 1565 56 3.58 63 4.03 234 14.95 299 19.11 652 41.66 913 58.34

81. Hingurakgoda 2039 64 3.14 66 3.24 205 10.05 329 16.14 664 32.56 1375 67.44

82. Dimbulagala 1429 6 0.42 15 1.05 72 5.04 220 15.40 313 21.90 1116 78.10

83. Badulla 3560 160 4.49 166 4.66 549 15.42 669 18.79 1544 43.37 2016 56.63

84. Bandarawela 3201 359 11.22 210 6.56 437 13.65 605 18.90 1611 50.33 1590 49.67

85. Mahiyanganaya 1979 33 1.67 39 1.97 130 6.57 257 12.99 459 23.19 1520 76.81

86. Welimada 2655 40 1.51 70 2.64 285 10.73 494 18.61 889 33.48 1766 66.52

87. Passara 1016 3 0.30 9 0.89 95 9.35 162 15.94 269 26.48 747 73.52

88. Monaragala 2153 51 2.37 53 2.46 179 8.31 282 13.10 565 26.24 1588 73.76

89. Wellawaya 2768 48 1.73 66 2.38 230 8.31 387 13.98 731 26.41 2037 73.59

90. Bibile 1521 56 3.68 54 3.55 142 9.34 232 15.25 484 31.82 1037 68.18

91. Ratnapura 5955 362 6.08 376 6.31 958 16.09 1117 18.76 2813 47.24 3142 52.76

92. Balangoda 2552 128 5.02 100 3.92 292 11.44 462 18.10 982 38.48 1570 61.52

93. Nivitigala 2282 19 0.83 38 1.67 191 8.37 314 13.76 562 24.63 1720 75.37

94. Embilipitiya 3314 109 3.29 82 2.47 324 9.78 492 14.85 1007 30.39 2307 69.61

95. Kegalle 4176 359 8.60 305 7.30 717 17.17 821 19.66 2202 52.73 1974 47.27

96. Mawanella 3366 215 6.39 159 4.72 551 16.37 726 21.57 1651 49.05 1715 50.95

97. Dehiowita 3260 101 3.10 110 3.37 410 12.58 636 19.51 1257 38.56 2003 61.44

All Island 267988 21798 8.13 14735 5.50 40909 15.27 50608 18.88 128050 47.78 139938 52.22

Table  4 
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1.2.5. Marks obtained according to class intervals

Class Interval Frequency 
Frequency 
Percentage

Cumulative 
Frequency

Cumulative 
Frequency 
Percentage 

91 - 100 1295 0.32 405972 100.00

81 - 90 10049 2.48 404677   99.68

71 - 80 16198 3.99 394628   97.21

61 - 70 21591 5.32 378430   93.22

51 - 60 32771 8.07 356839   87.90

41 - 50 47543          11.71 324068   79.83

31 - 40 76060          18.74 276525   68.11

21 - 30 97337          23.98 200465   49.38

11 - 20 85034          20.95 103128   25.40

01 - 10 18041 4.44 18094     4.46

00 - 00 53 0.01 53     0.01
	

Table 5

The following example describes how the information is indicated in the above table.

eg : If the class interval 31 - 40 is considered, the number of candidates who 
obtained marks within the interval of 31 - 40 is 76,060 and its percentage is 
18.74%. The number of candidates who have obtained marks below 40 is 276,525 
and its percentage is 68.11%.
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1.3.3.	 Facility of each area tested in the question paper
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Part II

2.0	 Information regarding questions and answers

	 2.1		 Question paper I

			   2.1.1  Structure of the question paper I

*	 Time allocated for paper I is one hour.

*	 Paper I includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. 

*	 Total mark for paper I is 40.

Question 
(Test) No.

Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

1 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

2 Reading 1 × 5 05

3 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05

4 Reading 1 × 5 05

5 Language Functions & Grammar ½ × 10 05

6 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05

7 Reading 1 × 5 05

8 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05
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2.1.2	Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments 

*	 Observations and comments for the given answers for all the questions in Paper I are based on Graphs 
1 and 3 given in page 8 and 11 respectively.

•	 Test 1 	 − 	 Vocabulary

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to use words appropriately to convey precise meaning
Technique 	 − 	 Binary Choice

  Test 1 with expected answers :

a

b

b

b

a

a
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Observations and Comments on Test 1 :

 

  

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 1 is based on Vocabulary. Facility of parts in Test 
1 is as follows.
	 Part	 (2)  -	77%
	 Part	 (3)  -	86%
	 Part	 (4)  -	92%
	 Part	 (5)  -	87%
	 Part	 (6)  -	70%

Facility of each part in Test 1 is above 70%. The highest 
facility of 92% is for part 4, whereas the lowest facility 
of 70% is recorded for part 6. 

COMMENTS : 

According to the graph, the vocabulary test has been easy for the candidates. The words given in 
the box are familiar and simple and are in day-to-day use. But in part 6, the facility is 70% which is 
comparatively low. It may be the candidates' inability to use the meaning of the words 'anything' and 
'something' in context. The first question of the paper gives a good motivational start for the candidates 
to proceed with the rest of the question paper. 

Furthermore, to perform well in this test students should be provided with more activities, based on 
different vocabulary items in meaningful situations and also the students should be encouraged to 
learn new words and use them appropriately in classroom activities.

Facility of parts in Test 1

Parts in Test 1

Fa
ci

lit
y

77%

87%86%
92%

70%

•	 Test 2 	 − 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to read and understand a notice
Technique 	 − 	 Selection

  Test 2 with expected answers :

b d
e

c
f

a
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Observations and Comments on Test 2 :
  	
  

  

Facility of parts in Test 2

Parts in test 2

Fa
ci

lit
y

73%

82% 85%

74%

81%

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 2 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 2 is 
as follows.

	 Part (2) - 73%
	 Part (3) - 82%
	 Part (4) - 85%
	 Part (5) - 74%
	 Part (6) - 81%

The facility of parts (3), (4) and (6) is above 80% while 
the facility of parts (2) and (5) is between 70% - 75%. 

COMMENTS : 

The test 2 has been attempted successfully. As shown in the graph, the highest facility lies on part 
4 which is easier for the candidates. 

It has been easier because of the familiarity of the situations and the words. The part 2 has got 
the lowest facility of 73% as it needs a little bit of inference. The skill of understanding indirectly 
stated information should be developed to read and understand various types of notices slogans 
and signboards etc. 

•	 Test 3 	 − 	 Writing

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to write a paragraph using given information
Technique 	 − 	 Parallel writing

  Test 3 :
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Expected Answer :

Observations and Comments on Test 3 :
      

   

Facility of Test 3

Test 3

Fa
ci

lit
y

48%

OBSERVATIONS : 

Test 3 is based on Writing. Facility of Test 3 is 48%.

  

COMMENTS : 

Test 3, is the first writing task in the question paper. The given model has provided enough stimuli 
for the candidate to write a similar paragraph. In assessing the test 3, one mark was awarded for each 
grammatically correct sentence including the correct use of pronouns, spelling and capitalization. 
The reason for the low performance of the candidates may be due to the inability of writing 
grammatically correct sentences. 

Therefore, more parallel writing exercises should be encouraged in the classroom paying special 
attention to mechanics of writing. Additionally, it is advisable to make the students aware of the 
correct use of pronouns in context providing more opportunities to write grammatically correct 
sentences. 
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•	 Test 4 	 − 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to read and understand indirectly stated information
Technique 	 − 	 Selection 

  Test 4 with expected answers :
	
 

    

b
c
e
a
f
d
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Observations and Comments on Test 4 :

 

 

Facility of parts in Test 4

Parts in Test 4

Fa
ci

lit
y

63%

56%
51%

81%

74%

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 4 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 4 is  as 
follows.
	 Part	 (2)	 -	 63%
	 Part	 (3)	 -	 51%
	 Part	 (4)	 -	 81%
	 Part	 (5)	 -	 56%
	 Part	 (6)	 -	 74%

The facility of all parts in this Test is above 50%. The highest 
facility of 81% is for part 4 and the lowest facility of 51% is 
for part 3.

   

COMMENTS :

The test 4 is meant to assess the candidates' ability to read and understand the indirectly stated 
information. The candidates have performed successfully, since the overall facility of the test item is 
over 50%. Parts 4 and 6, have been the easiest, as connected to each other. ''Voice training - singing'', 
''drama - acting''. The candidates are able to easily identify the relationship between the following 
pairs words; voice training. singing and drama-acting.

The performance for parts 3 and 5 has been lower compared to the rest of the test. The reason might 
be because of the inability of the candidates to understand the meaning of the words; spelling and 
creative writing and connect them with the relevant phrases 'which letters form correct words' and 
'interesting stories of his own'. Candidates should be given more practice in extracting indirectly 
stated information in different types of texts.
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•	 Test 5 	 − 	 Language Functions & Grammar

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to use the forms of ‘be’ correctly 

Technique 	 − 	 Completing a text

  Test 5 with expected answers :

am is
are

were
was

was
am

was
are

is

are
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Observations and Comments on Test 5 :

 

Facility of parts in Test 5

Parts in Test 5

Fa
ci

lit
y

75%

64%

47%

37%

49%

73%

66% 66%

34%

58%

COMMENTS : 

Test 5 seems to be fairly satisfactory with the highest facility of 75%. The candidates have shown 
a better performance of more than 50% where they had to use the present tense form of the verb 
'be'. However, when they had to use the past tense form of verb 'be' the performance has been  
below 50%. This shows that many candidates are unable to use the past tense form of the verb, 'be' 
accurately. This is a very basic grammatical pattern and the text books contain many activities to 
practice 'be' form. The reason for the above poor performance may be the lack of attention of the 
teachers and students towards the use of the verb 'be'. Hence more attention should be paid to ba-
sic language structures. The teachers should draw their attention to the students to make use of the 
language clues available, to decide on the tense i.e to use the correct form of the verb 'be' with the 
phrases 'at that time' and 'at an early stage'

Punctuation marks are another language clue that helps the candidates to decide on the correct form 
of the verb 'be'. Therefore it necessary to pay attention to punctuation in the class.

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 5 is based on Grammar. Facility of parts in Test 5 is as 
follows.

	 Part	 (2)	 -	 75%
	 Part	 (3)	 -	 73%
	 Part	 (4)	 -	 64%
	 Part	 (5)	 -	 47%
	 Part	 (6)	 -	 37%

The highest facility recorded here is 75% for part 2 and the 
lowest facility is 34% for part 9. In this test item, the facility 
of only part 6 and 9 is below 40%.

	 Part	 (7)	 -	 49%
	 Part	 (8)	 -	 66%
	 Part	 (9)	 -	 34%
	 Part	 (10)	 -	 66%
	 Part	 (11)	 -	 58%
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• Test 6 	− Writing

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to write a paragraph on a given topic 
Technique 	 − 	 Free writing

  Test 6 :

Expected Answer :

A visit to a place of historical interest
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Observations and Comments on Test 6 :

	
OBSERVATIONS :

Test 6 is based on Writing.

The Facility of Test 6 is 24%. According to the 2nd graph 
the facility for the content is 38% whereas the facility for  
language remains 15%.

       Test 6

Facility of Test 6

Facility of 
(content and Language

Test 6

(out of  2 
marks)

(out of  3 
marks)

Fa
ci

lit
y

COMMENTS  : 

A low percentage of language of the candidates reflects their inability of constructing sentences 
free of grammatical, spelling and punctuation errors. 

As a remedy, free writing should be encouraged through a variety of topics focussing on the 
construction of grammatically correct sentences. In addition, the students' attention should 
be drawn towards writing sentences with correct spelling, capitalization and punctuation.  
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•	 Test 7 	 − 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to read and understand directly stated information 

Technique 	 − 	 Answering Questions / Multiple choice

  Test 7 with expected answers :

Observations and Comments on Test 7 :

(his) teacher and friends
 

   

his / Kasun's mother / mother

a blue carpet spread under the white sky

It was so calm and quiet

Observations and Comments on Test 7 :

   

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 7 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 7 is as 
follows.
	 Part	 (1)	 -	 40%
	 Part	 (2)	 -	 70%
	 Part	 (3)	 -	 56%
	 Part	 (4)	 -	 38%
	 Part	 (5)	 -	 69  %

The facility of parts 2 and 5 in this test is 70% and 69% 
respectively. The facility of parts 1 and 4 is below 40%. 
The least facility of 38% is seen in part 4.

Facility of parts in Test 7

Parts in test 7

Fa
ci

lit
y

40%

70%

56%

38%

69%
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COMMENTS: 

The answer to part 1 is not directly stated in the text. The students have to clearly understand the 
first paragraph and infer the meaning to find the correct answer. In part 4, the candidates seem 
to have found it difficult to see the connection between the question and the answer although the 
answer is directly identifiable in the passage. The phrasing of the question might have made the 
question a difficult one.

Therefore, it is suggested that the candidates should be exposed to many reading techniques 
in the classroom. Also they should be exposed to different question patterns. The classroom 
activities should be well supervised and corrected in the class and feed back should be individually 
given.

•	 Test 8 	 − 	 Writing

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to write a notice on given information  
Technique 	 − 	 Guided writing

  Test 8 :

Expected Answer :
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Observations and Comments on Test 8 :

   

Facility of Test 8

Test 8

25%

Fa
ci

lit
y

Facility of 
Content & Language

Test 8

38%

16%

Content
(out of 2 
marks)

Language
(out of 3 
marks)

Fa
ci

lit
y

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 8 is based on Writing.

Facility of Test 8 is 25%. As in test 6 facility of 38% has been 
recorded for content while the language remain at 16%. 

COMMENTS :

This is another guided writing test which is fairly difficult for the students. The facility of content is 
higher than the language. The reason for this could have been the inability of the candidates to express 
their ideas clearly and correctly in the target language. In order to overcome this problem to some 
extent, continuous guidance by the teacher and the practice of writing different types of notices by the 
students are important.

In addition, the sentence patterns and the vocabulary that are needed to write notices should be taught 
in the classroom. Furthermore the teachers should draw the attention of the students to the samples 
of notices available and the language used in them. Eg. Notices in the school notice board informing 
different events / occasions. Teachers should encourage the students to write notices for events or 
functions in the school, in the village or town and display them in the class notice board.
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2.2	 Question paper II

	 2.2.1	 Structure of the question paper II

*	 Time allocated for paper II is two hours.

*	 Paper II includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. Test 14 has two choices 	
	 whereas test 16 has four.

*	 The total mark for paper II is 60.

Question (Test) 
No. Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

9 Grammar ½ × 10 05

10 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

11 Grammar 1 × 5 05

12 Reading 1 × 5 05

13 Reading ½ × 14 07

14 Writing C - 3,  L - 3,  O - 2,  M - 2 10

15 Reading

1  - ½ × 2
2  - ½ × 2
3  - ½ × 2
4  -  1 × 1
5  -  1 × 1
6  - ½ × 2
7  - ½ × 4

 

01
01
01
01
01
01
02
08

16 Writing C - 5,  L - 5,  O - 2,  M - 3 15
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2.2.2 	 Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments

*	 Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper II are based on Graphs 2(a), 2(b) and 3.

•	 Test 9 	 − 	 Grammar

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to use prepositions correctly   
Technique 	 − 	 Completing a text

   Test 9 with expected answers :

Observations and Comments on Test 9 :

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 9 is based on Vocabulary. Facility of parts in Test 9 is as 
follows.
	 Part	 (2)	 -	 52%
	 Part	 (3)	 -	 58%
	 Part	 (4)	 -	 53%
	 Part	 (5)	 -	 44%
	 Part	 (6)	 -	 46%

The maximum facility of 83% was recorded for part 11 while the 
minimum facility  of 34% was recorded for part 10. The facility of 
the other parts are from 40% to 59%.

COMMENTS : 

This test seems to be a fairly easy test for the candidates as they have 
to identify  the correct answer from the options given. Part 11 of the 
test shows the highest facility whereas part 10 reflects the lowest 
facility. However, the percentages reveal that many candidates have 
been unable to grasp the correct preposition that was required for 
blank 10. It can be suggested that the students should be exposed to 
a variety of texts containing different prepositions.

	 Part	 (7)	 -	 58%
	 Part	 (8)	 -	 59%
	 Part	 (9)	 -	 47%
	 Part	 (10)	 -	 34%
	 Part	 (11)	 -	 83%

Facility of parts in Test 9

Parts of test 9

Fa
ci

lit
y 52%52% 53%

44% 46%

58%58% 59%

47%

34%

83%
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•	 Test 10 	− 	 Vocabulary

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to use the correct form of the word to complete a factual text    
Technique 	 − 	 Editing a text 

   Test 10 with expected answers :

advertisement

responsibilities

valuable

information

organization

personally
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Observations and Comments on Test 10 :

  

Facility of parts in Test 10

Parts of test 10

Fa
ci

lit
y

5%

21% 21%

6%

46%

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 10 is based on Vocabulary. Facility of parts in Test 10 is as 
follows.
	 Part	 (2)	 -	 5%
	 Part	 (3)	 -	 21%
	 Part	 (4)	 -	 46%
	 Part	 (5)	 -	 21%
	 Part	 (6)	 -	 6%

The facility of all the parts of the question is below 50%. The 
highest facility recorded is 46% and the lowest is 5%.

    

COMMENTS : 

In this test item it is expected to correct the language errors in a given text. It is noted that the facility shown 
in each part varies within the range from 5% to 46%. The highest facility lies on the word 'information' 
which is quite familiar to the candidates. The  lowest facility shown in part 2 and 6 must be due to the lack 
of knowledge in using correct forms of the words and the knowledge of word classes. Students should be 
taught the spelling changes that occur when forming different word classes.

eg 	 Value	      Valuable
	   (v)	          (adj)

→

In the classroom the teachers should draw the attention of the students to the clues in the text to get at the 
correct answer: An article is usually followed by a noun or an adjective.

eg. Part (5) an organization.
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•	 Test 11 	− 	 Grammar

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to complete a text using the correct form of the verb   
Technique 	 − 	 Completion

   Test 11 with expected answers :

rides

was given

riding / to ride

does not use

will have ridden

working
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Observations and Comments on Test 11 :

   

Facility of parts in Test 11

Parts of test 11

Fa
ci

lit
y

5%

1%

49%

18%

9%

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 11 is based on Grammar. Facility of parts in Test 11 is 
as follows.

	 Part	 (2)	 -	 5%
	 Part	 (3)	 -	 1%
	 Part	 (4)	 -	 9%
	 Part	 (5)	 -	 49%
	 Part	 (6)	 -	 18%

The highest facility is 49%. The facility of all the other 
parts is below 20%. The highest facility of 49% is recorded 
for part 5. The lowest facility of 1% is recorded for part 3.

  

COMMENTS : 

The facility level of the five parts ranges between 1% to 49% (all below 50%). Therefore, the test 
seems to be difficult for the candidates. 

Part 5, which has the highest facility (49%) has to be completed with a very familiar word (work-
ing) and at the same time the verb form 'am', has assisted the candidates in selecting the verb form. 
In the other parts the candidates have not been offered such assistance. Part 3, which shows the 
lowest facility level (1%) has caused some difficulty to the majority of the candidates as the verb 
that should be supplied for part 3 must be in the future perfect tense which appears quite rarely in 
the day-to-day language patterns.

The test tries to assess the candidates' ability to use, passive voice, tenses negatives, the use of 
participles and infinitives. The students should be given good practice in the use of such forms in 
the classroom. A careful study of the 'Language   Focus' given with each unit of the text book would 
facilitate the teachers in designing the exam practice activities based on grammar.
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•        Test 12 − Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to use a dictionary page to find meaning of words
Technique 	 − 	 Answering Questions and Short answers 

   Test 12 with expected answers :

 

versatility

versification

recto

versed

verruca
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Observations and Comments on Test 12 :

Facility of parts in Test 12

Parts in Test 12

Fa
ci

lit
y

2%

32%

40%

36%

43%

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 12 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in test 12 is as 
follows.

	 Part	 (1)	 -	 2%
	 Part	 (2)	 -	 32%
	 Part	 (3)	 -	 43%
	 Part	 (4)	 -	 40%
	 Part	 (5)	 -	 36%

The highest facility shown here is 43%, for part 3 whereas the 
lowest facility for part 1 is 2%.

COMMENTS : 

The performance shown in test 12 can be considered average except part 1. But the overall facility 
remains below 45%. The low performance in this test has revealed the inability of the candidates 
to find the required word from the dictionary page given. They should be encouraged to use 
English dictionaries to check the meanings of new words. Meanwhile, the students should be trained 
to grasp the overall meaning of the sentences given. Some activities based on dictionaries might 
enhance the reference skill of the students.
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•	 Test 13 	− 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess overall proficiency of the language 
Technique 	 − 	 Modified Cloze

   Test 13 with expected answers :

quiet sunrise

mendingdisappearing

saw sitting

went asked

soon He

out delighted

day sea
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Observations and Comments on Test 13 :

 

Facility of parts in Test 13

Parts in Test 13

Fa
ci

lit
y

44%

36%

18%

27%

35%

43%

37% 35%

31%

57%

34% 34%

24% 25%

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 13 is based on Reading. Facility of parts in Test 13 is 
as follows.
	 Part	 (1)	 -	 44%
	 Part	 (2)	 -	 36%
	 Part	 (3)	 -	 18%
	 Part	 (4)	 -	 27%
	 Part	 (5)	 -	 35%
	 Part	 (6)	 -	 43%
	 Part	 (7)	 -	 37%

The highest facility recorded is 57% which is for part 10. 
The facility of other parts is within the range of 18% - 44%.

 

COMMENTS : 

The performance of test 13 was poor. The facility varies from 18% to 57%. The poor performance 
of the candidates reflects the inadequate proficiency of the language.

It should be developed by paying special attention to subject-verb agreement, word order and 
appropriate use of word classes. These types of tests can be prepared by the teachers and even by the students 
themselves and practice in the classroom.
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•	 Test 14	− 	 Writing

Objectives 	− 	 (a) Assess the ability to write a letter of complaint
		  (b) Assess the ability to interpret a bar chart and write a description    
Technique 	 − 	 Guided writing

   Test 14 :

  

Expected Answer :
								        No. 10, Temple Road,
								        Seeduwa.
								        19.12.2012
The Publisher,
H.A. Publisher,
2nd Lane,
Colombo 03.

Dear Sir,
A complaint about a book purchased

	 I bought the book ''Village by the sea'' at a recent book fair in Negombo. The 
amount I paid for the book was Rs. 400/=. When I started reading the book, I realized that 
twenty pages were missing. I am very disappointed about it.

	 I would be thankful if you could make arrangements to send me another copy of 
the book or return the money paid by me. 

							       Thank you,
							       Yours Faithfully,

							       ...................................
							       Lional Sirimanna
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Expected Answers :

After School activities of Grade 11 students of my school  

	 The given bar chart shows the after school activities of Grade 11 students in 
Ridimaliyadda Maha Vidyalaya in Matale.

	 Most of the students visit friends after school. Watching T.V is more popular 
than reading books among the children. 15% of the students do sports after school.

	 According to the given chart the minimum number of students do gardening 
while the maximum number of students visit friends. Visiting friends seems to be the most 
popular after school activity, because they visit each other to borrow books, to play                
indoor games and discuss problems about various subjects. Gardening has become the least 
popular activity, because grade 11 students participate improve their knowledge. 





- 39 -

•	 Test 15	− 	 Reading

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to read, understand and interpret directly / indirectly stated information 
in a long descriptive text     

Technique 	 − 	 Answering questions and finding references  

   Test 15 with expected answers :

F

T

imitate sounds /
say words

understand language

(American) sign language / ASL

People with difficulties in hearing and speaking

When she was alone she used to look at it and sign to herself
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join

brooding

The kitten had no tail / it had no tail / the kitten was without a tail

(to) teach chimpanzees to talk

(to) find a cat without a tail

teaching sign language

a car running over Ball / the death of ball /
the death of 
the kitchen

(02 marks)

Observations and Comments on Test 15 :

  

Facility of parts in Test 15

Parts and Sub parts of test 15

Fa
ci

lit
y 25%

58%

47%

37%

18%
 16%

12% 12%
8%

14% 14%

7%

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 15 is based on Reading. Facility of parts and sub parts in 
Test 15 is as follows.

Part (1)   -   25%
Part (2)   -
	 Sub part	 (a)	 -	 58%
	 Sub part	 (b)	 -	 47%
Part (3)   -
	 Sub part	 (a)	 -	 37%
	 Sub part	 (b)	 -	 7%
Part (4)   -   18%

Part (5)   -   12%
Part (6)   -   8%
Part (7)   - 
	 Sub part	 (a)	 -	 14%
	 Sub part	 (b)	 -	 14%
	 Sub part	 (c)	 -	 12%
	 Sub part	 (d)	 -	 16%

  

The facility of sub parts (a) and (b) in part (2) is above 40%. Facility of part (3) (b) and part (6) is below 
10%. The question was based on reading skills, scanning, skimming, guessing by context and detailed 
understanding.  Part 2 (a) and (b) record the highest facility of 58% and 47% respectively. Parts 4,5,6 and 
7 record the facility below 20%. The highest facility recorded here is 58%, for part 2(a) and the lowest 
facility is 7%, which is part 3(b). The facility of parts 4,5,6,7 (a),(b),(c),(d) remains below 20%.
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COMMENTS : 

In test 15, it is expected to assess candidates' ability to read, understand and interpret directly and 
indirectly stated information in a long descriptive text. The graph indicates that the test has been dif-
ficult for the candidates. (The facility of question 3 (b) and 6 is below 10% and the facility of ques-
tion 2 (a) and (b) is above 40%.) When handling longer reading texts the teachers should  draw the 
attention of the students to the following points . Read and understand the 'wh' question words and 
their meanings.

For example - The question word 'who' refers to a living being. It could be a person or an animal 
and 'where' refers to a place. In the same way all the other question words should be explained with 
examples. 

Students should be allowed to read longer complex texts that are similar to the ones that appear in 
question 15, on their own to find answers to simple questions for which answers can be found easily 
and more complex questions should be introduced when the students are familiar with the text. This 
type of practice would be helpful for the students to be successful in answering test 15.
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•	 Test 16	− 	 Writing

Objective 	 − 	 Assess the ability to write a speech / an article / a story / a dialogue on a given topic    

Technique 	 − 	 Guided / Free writing   

   Test 16 :

Expected Answer :
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Expected Answer

'Healthy Eating Makes Us Healthy Persons'
	 Good morning.

	 Dear Madam Principal, teachers and my dear friends, I am going to speak about 
'Healthy  eating makes us healthy persons'. I think it is a very important topic for all of 
us. 

	 First of all let's see what 'healthy eating' means. We already know we eat enough 
food; sometimes more than enough. But is that really 'healthy eating'? When we are 
hungry we eat to the fullest. But do we think of our health when we eat?. No. We just 
think of our hunger only. Therefore we eat anything we have. My dear friends, it is not 
the correct thing. When we eat we should think of the nutritional value of our diet. In 
that case eating a balanced diet is very important. What is a balanced diet?. We know 
it is the diet which contains all the nutrients. They are vitamins, protein, minerals, fats 
and carbohydrates. Our meals should provide these nutrients for our healthy growth. 

	 We should not skip our breakfast. We all must eat a good breakfast which                       
contains all the main nutrients as our breakfast kick starts our day's activities. Our                                     
concentration power and also our physical energy depend on our breakfast. A good 
breakfast can make us healthy both physically and mentally. 

	 Dear friends, do you think of the types of food that we should not eat when you are 
hungry? I think many of you don't. What are the types of food we should not eat? Too 
much of sugary, oily foods should be avoided. They make us sick finally. We should not 
eat sweets and salt too much. Adhesive toffees , chewingum, fizzy drinks etc contain no 
nutritional value at all. We should not take junk food items and artificial drinks. They 
only give the taste, not the nourishment. They make us patients by giving us diseases 
like diabetes, heart attacks, blood pressure, high cholesterol level etc. Are we going 
to fall ill finally by spending our money which is earned hard on unnecessary food? 
Therefore, we should not eat those types of food which I mentioned earlier.

	 We must eat food cooked at home. You know, there are many benefits of  taking 
home made foods. They are fresh and clean. Our mothers are very keen on that. If we 
eat home made food, we can save our money, make our parents happy and the most 
important thing is we become healthy.

	 My dear friends, finally I want to remind you all that 'Health is Wealth'. Even Lord 
Buddha has preached the same thing as'' Arogya Parama Labha'. Therefore, let's always 
think of 'healthy eating'. It will definitely make us healthy.



- 48 -

(2) Expected Answer 

Modern Means of communication have improved the quality of human life

		  Today, we live in a technologically well advanced world in which we enjoy a 
lot of facilities. Modern means of communication are one of such facilities. As a result, 
people have access to a wide variety of modern methods of communication such as   
internet, e-mail, skype, mobile phone and fax etc. These methods of communication 
link the whole world together.

		  Internet is the most popular and beneficial method of communication in our 
day to day life. Because, its scope is wider. In today's world international trade and 
business, navigation, aviation, banking, higher education, sports and entertainment 
function via internet. If we want some service we can get it done easily through the 
internet. There is no need to waste time in queues as in the past because modern 
communication modes are quicker, more efficient and effective. As a result, human life 
has become better and easier in  the modern world.

		  Another modern facility is the mobile phone. It is no more a luxury and it 
enables us to send and receive massages within seconds in any part of the world. At the 
same time communication through e-mail is also economical and time saving. Apart 
from that the fax machine enables us to send messages within seconds. This is the 
easiest method of sending written documents. The skype is another modern facility 
which brings all the corners of world together. It provides facilities for audio-visual 
communication. For instance, the members of the same family who live in different 
countries do not feel lonely as they can communicate through the skype. Additionally 
E- conference is one of the benefits of the skype. 

		  According to the above mentioned facts it is obvious that modern means of 
communication have improved the quality of  human life. People can save much time 
and energy wasted without proper use because of modern methods of communication. 
Therefore, human life has become better and easier since we live in a global village as 
a result of modern ways of communication.
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(3) 	 Expected Answer
		

		
A story I have read

	 Once there lived a husband and a wife called Kaluappu and Kaluhamy in a remote 
village. They were very simple folk who lived peacefully. They had a daughter called 
Kalu Ethana who was very beautiful and young. This daughter died at an early age and 
both Kaluappu and Kaluhamy were saddened by her untimely death. As time passed 
they got used to the life which was made lonely and sad by the death of their daughter. 
They believed that their daughter was in heaven after her death. 

	 One day, a beggar came begging to Kaluappu's house. By this time, Kaluappu was 
away and only Kalauhamy was at home. The beggar asked for something to eat as 
he was very hungry and weak. He said that ''Elova gihin melova awa'' which was 
misunderstood by foolish Kaluhamy. She thought that he also may have died like 
her daughter and gone to that world of the dead and come back to this world. She 
inquired about her daughter from the beggar. The beggar realized the foolishness of the 
woman and  attempted to cheat her and he could do that as he thought. He said that her 
daughter was very happy in the heaven and she had sent her kind regards to her 
parents. Kaluhamy completely believed the beggar and she could not understand the 
cunningness of the tricky beggar. She gave all her daughter's jewellery and valuables to 
the beggar requesting him to give them to her daughter. The beggar went back.

	 Kaluappu returned home a little later. Kaluhamy told the whole incident to her 
husband and he was furious and scolded her. He rode his horse to the direction where 
the beggar went. The beggar saw Kaluappu and was frightened and climbed up a tree. 
Kaluappu followed him and kept the horse under the tree and started to climb up 
the tree. The beggar however climbed down and got on to the horse and rode away. 
Noticing this Kaluappu shouted but the beggar didnt stop. He cried '' Go and tell my 
daughter that jewellery is from her mother and the horse is from her father''.

	 He was disappointed and came back home and related a different story to his wife. 
He said that he gave the horse to that man to be given to their daughter saying that the 
horse was from the father to the daughter.
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Part III

3.0	 Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement

3.1	 Factors to be considered by the candidates when answering questions

   

	 General Instructions for the candidates :

*	 The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces 
provided for it.

*	 Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should 
never answer using a red pen or a pencil.

*	 Corrector fluid should not be used when writing answers.

*	 Handwriting should be legible and clear.

*	 Each question should be read carefully and the candidates should adhere to the instructions 
given in the question paper.

*	 The candidates have to answer all the tests in the question paper itself.

*	 The candidates are expected to utilize the full time allocated for the paper at the 
examination.

*	 The space allocated for the writing tests provides guidance to the candidates about the 
required length of the answer.

	 Specific Instructions :

*	 The candidates must pay their attention to the examples given when answering 
questions.

*	 Attention should be paid to spelling when transferring information from a text and 
copying it as the answer. Candidates will lose marks for spelling errors. 

*	 In reading tasks, the candidates must understand the main idea of the text before                         
answering questions.

*	 The candidates must apply the reading techniques like scanning, skimming and inferring 
when attempting to answer questions related to reading.

*	 The candidates must not copy chunks from the passages as answers when one specific 
answer (a sentence, a phrase or a word) is expected. Marks will not be awarded for such 
answers.

*	 The candidates should be able to guess the meaning of a new word according to the 
context.

*	 In writing tasks the candidates must pay their attention to the grammatical accuracy, 
appropriateness (relevance), mechanics of writing and organization.

*	 When the options are available for the writing tests, the candidates are advised to follow 
the instructions thoroughly.
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3.2  Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process

*	 The teachers should be familiar with the syllabus, the textbooks and the Teachers' Instructional 
Manual (TIM).

*	 The teachers should plan their lessons well to make teaching more interesting and 
productive.

*	 The teachers should use resources available to them to facilitate the teaching                                              
learning process.

*	 The candidates should be given more opportunities to read and write and listen and speak 
English in the classroom.

*	 The teachers should encourage maximum pupil interaction in English in the classroom through 
group work and pair work.

*	 The teacher's questioning techniques in classroom teaching helps the performance of the 
candidates in the examination.

*	 The teachers who prepare students for the G.C.E.(O/L) examination should read the 
'Examination and Assessment Guidelines' issued by the Department of Examinations and 
follow the instructions.

*	 If there are candidates with weak performance, the teachers should help them to reach at 
least the basic level performance standards mentioned in the 'Examination and Assessment 
Guidelines'.

*	 In teaching vocabulary, the teachers should go beyond the level of memorizing the spelling 
and practising pronunciation making students aware of word classes and their use.

*	 The teachers should use new strategies to make teaching more interesting.

*	 In teaching reading, the teachers should expose pupils to a variety of authentic text types and 
to develop their reading skills.

*	 In answering reading tests, pupils should be informed that short and grammatically correct 
answers can earn full marks.

*	 In answering 'Wh' questions (especially in test 15), the students should be advised not to copy 
the full sentences unnecessarily from the reading passage. Copying chunks from passages will 
be a waste of time.

*	 Teachers should encourage students to attempt all the writing activities of the question paper. 
Most of the students do not even attempt the basic writing tests in paper I.

*	 The teachers should use the same criteria used in the marking scheme, in their classroom tests 
and term tests too.

*	 The teachers should pay individual attention to the students, especially in teaching 
writing and they should make sure that all writing activities of every child are marked and                           
comments given. It is always better to ask students to rewrite the tasks after the teachers' 
comments.

*	 Grammar should be taught and tested not in isolation but in context.

*	 Attention should be paid to 'Language Focus' and  'Language Expression's given at the 
beginning of each unit. 
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*	 The candidates should be made aware that marks are awarded for spelling, grammatical accuracy, 
mechanics of writing, format and organization, and that a simple mistake would result in losing 
marks.

*	 Every teacher who prepares the students for G.C.E.(O/L) examination should be thorough with 
the question paper and the marking criteria every year so that he/she would be able to improve 
the performance level of the students.

*	 The teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject using 
correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.


