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INTRODUCTION

	 Out of all public examinations in Sri Lanka the largest number of 
candidates sit the G.C.E.(O.L.) Examination. The certificate received on 
the results of this examination which is conducted at national level, is used 
not only to select those who are eligible for higher education but also to 
secure medium level jobs and it is a basic requirement to follow certain 
courses of study in International Universities. It is thus accepted due to its 
validity and reliability as well as its high quality.

	 Students strive hard to acquire a high achievement level at this 
examination while their teachers as well as their parents work hard to 
fulfil the students' expectations. By preparing this evaluation report, the 
Department of Examinations intends to help students in achieving their 
goals. It is certain that the information included in this evaluation report 
will be equally useful to candidates, teachers, principals, subject directors,                          
in-service advisors, parents and researchers on Education.

	 This evaluation report consists of three parts. Part I contains the 
objectives of the subject and information on subject achievement.  

	 Part II contains expected answers for Paper I and Paper II, the 
marking scheme and  the observations regarding answering questions and 
suggestions for further improvement. 

	 In Part III the factors to be considered by the candidate and suggestions 
for improvement regarding the teaching learning process are highlighted. 
This will be valuable to you in order to organize the teaching learning process 
for the acquisition of various competencies and competency levels. 

	 I would like to invite suggestions to improve the quality of this report 
and wish to thank the chief examiners and the officers of the Department 
of Examinations for working hard to prepare this evaluation report. 
I appreciate the dedication of the Head of Printing Division and the press 
staff of the Department of Examinations for their countribution in the task 
of printing and wish to thank all other staff members who countributed for 
the successful completion of this evaluation report.

	 W.M.N.J. Pushpakumara
	 Commissioner General of Examinations

20th January 2012
Research & Development Branch 
National Evaluation & Testing Service
Department of Examinations.
Pelawatta,
Battaramulla.



- iv -

Guidance	 (	 Mr. W.M.N.J. Pushpakumara	
		  Commissioner General of Examinations

				  
Direction and Organization 	 (	 Mrs. Gayathri Abeygunasekera
		  Commissioner of Examinations 
	 	 (Research & Development)

Co-ordination & Editing	 (	 Mr. Rienzie Subasinghe 
	 	 Deputy Commissioner of Examinations

	 	 Mrs. Hasantha Kuruppu Munasinghe 
	 	 Assistant Commissioner of Examinations

Panel of Writers	 (	 Mrs. Pushpa Senanayake 
	 	 RESC Officer
		  RESC - Hanwella

		  Mrs. Champa Kumarapperuma 
	 	 WP/J/ Dharmapala Vidyalaya
		  Pannipitiya

		  Mrs. Sepalika Wijetilleke 
	 	 Mahinda College
		  Galle

Computer Type Setting	 (	 Mrs. Anusha Maduwanthi Dissanayake
	 	 Data Entry Operator 
	

	



- v -

Contents
	 											           Page 
Part I

	 1.0	 Objectives and information regarding achievement in the subject 	 1	 	

	 	 1.1	 Subject Objectives	 1
	
		  1.2	 Information regarding achievement of candidates in the subject
 	 	

			   1.2.1	 Number of candidates who sat the examination 	 2
			   1.2.2	 Grades obtained by candidates	 2
			   1.2.3	 Grades obtained by candidates who sat the examination for the first time			 
				    - District wise	 3
			   1.2.4	 Grades obtained by school candidates who sat the examination for the 
				    first time - Zonal wise	 4
			   1.2.5	 Marks obtained according to class intervals	 7

		  1.3	 Analysis of subject achievement
 		

			   1.3.1	 Achievement in paper I	 8
			   1.3.2	 Achievement in paper II	 9		
	 	

  

Part II

	 2.0	 Information regarding questions and answers

		  2.1	 Information regarding questions in paper I and answers	

			   2.1.1	 Structure of paper I	 11
			   2.1.2	 Expected answers for paper I, marking scheme, observations and 
				    comments	 11

		  2.2	 Information regarding questions in paper II and answers 	

	      		 2.2.1	 Structure of paper II	 21
			   2.2.2	 Expected answers for paper II, marking scheme, observations and 
				    comments	 22		
	 	

  

Part III

	 3.0	 The factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions 
		  for improvement.	

	 	 3.1	 Factors to be considered when answering questions	 36
		  3.2	 Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process	 37	



- 1 -

	

Part I 

1.0 	 Objectives and information regarding achievement in the subject

	 	 1.1	 Subject objectives 	
	
	

	

*	 To create the need to learn English as a Second Language in a Multilingual 
Society.	

*	 To create opportunities for the Sri Lankan child to achieve the competencies in       
a link language. 	

*	 To create facilities to learn a language which can be used to build ethnic 
harmony.

*	 To enable the students to learn an International Language which could be made 
use of in their later life for employment purposes.	

*	 To empower the learner to communicate confidently, fluently and effectively in 
the English Language.	
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1.2. 	 Information regarding achievement of candidates in the subject.
 
	 	 1.2.1.	 Number of candidates who sat the examination 

	

Medium School Private Total 

Sinhala 269765 30101 299866

Tamil 71465 23409 94874

English 48 6074 6122

Total 341278 59584 400862

	 	 	    Table 1  

	 1.2.2.	 Grades obtained by the candidates

 Grade
School  Applicants Private  Applicants  

Total Percentage
Number Percentage Number Percentage

A 30721 9.00 4312 7.24 35033 8.74

B 13448 3.94 2731 4.58 16179 4.04

C 35151 10.30 9217 15.47 44368 11.07

S 61996 18.17 16248 27.27 78244 19.52

W 199962 58.59 27076 45.44 227038 56.64

Total 341278 100.00 59584 100.00 400862 100.00

         Table 2   
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1.2.3. 	Grades obtained by school candidates who sat the examination for the first time 
	 - District wise

District No. Sat 

Distinction 
(A)  

Very 
Good 
Pass
 (B) 

Credit 
Pass
(C)  

Ordinary 
pass
 (S)

Pass 
^A+B+C+S&

Weak Pass             
(W)                  

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r

]

1. Colombo 29101 8837 30.37 2288 7.86 4263 14.65 4919 16.90 20307 69.78 8794 30.22

2. Gampaha 24690 3494 14.15 1597 6.47 3368 13.64 4782 19.37 13241 53.63 11449 46.37

3. Kalutara 13895 1712 12.32 864 6.22 1782 12.82 2604 18.74 6962 50.10 6933 49.90

4. Kandy 19710 2812 14.27 1010 5.12 2369 12.02 3528 17.90 9718 49.31 9991 50.69

5. Matale 6638 491 7.40 208 3.13 604 9.10 1011 15.23 2314 34.86 4324 65.14

6. Nuwara Eliya 9609 374 3.89 271 2.82 696 7.24 1394 14.51 2735 28.46 6874 71.54

7. Galle 15418 1845 11.97 660 4.28 1649 10.70 2552 16.55 6706 43.49 8712 56.51

8. Matara 11709 1103 9.42 486 4.15 1299 11.09 2072 17.70 4960 42.36 6749 57.64

9. Hambantota 9216 462 5.01 298 3.23 831 9.02 1497 16.24 3088 33.51 6128 66.49

10. Jaffna 8678 588 6.78 274 3.16 776 8.94 1275 14.69 2913 33.57 5765 66.43

11. Kilinochchi 2070 12 0.58 14 0.68 40 1.93 108 5.22 174 8.41 1896 91.59

12. Mannar 1401 31 2.21 19 1.36 54 3.85 191 13.63 295 21.06 1106 78.94

13. Vavuniya 2708 131 4.84 50 1.85 178 6.57 387 14.29 746 27.55 1962 72.45

14. Mullativu 1569 11 0.70 6 0.38 30 1.91 92 5.86 139 8.86 1430 91.14

15. Batticaloa 6267 373 5.95 177 2.82 429 6.85 894 14.27 1873 29.89 4394 90.11

16. Ampara 9038 406 4.49 275 3.04 748 8.28 1728 19.12 3157 34.93 5881 65.07

17. Trincomalee 5446 210 3.86 143 2.63 431 7.91 826 15.17 1610 29.56 3836 70.44

18. Kurunegala 21720 2244 10.33 915 4.21 2540 11.69 4061 18.70 9760 44.94 11960 55.06

19. Puttalam 9445 724 7.67 369 3.91 860 9.11 1647 17.44 3600 38.12 5845 61.88

20. Anuradhapura 11849 720 6.08 340 2.87 998 8.42 1824 15.39 3882 32.76 7967 67.24

21. Polonnaruwa 5403 273 5.05 158 2.92 388 7.18 784 14.51 1603 29.67 3800 70.33

22. Badulla 12158 827 6.80 397 3.27 1108 9.11 1869 15.37 4201 34.55 7957 65.45

23. Monaragala 7057 220 3.12 125 1.77 408 5.78 714 10.12 1467 20.79 5590 79.21

24. Ratnapura 14625 738 5.05 442 3.02 1199 8.20 2167 14.82 4546 31.08 10079 68.92

25. Kegalle 11006 1104 10.03 509 4.62 1145 10.40 1809 16.44 4567 41.50 6439 58.50

All Island 270426 29742 11.00 11895 4.40 28193 10.43 44735 16.54 114565 42.36 155861 57.64

Table 3 
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1.2.4.	 Grades obtained by candidates who sat the examination for the first time
	 - Zonal wise

Education Zone 
No. Sat 

Distinction 
(A) 

Very 
Good Pass

 (B) 

Credit 
Pass
(C)  

Ordinary 
pass
 (S)

Pass
^A+B+C+S&

Weak Pass         
(W)                    
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]
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um
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]
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um
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]
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um

be
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]
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]

1. Colombo 13632 6130 44.97 1174 8.61 1836 13.47 1813 13.30 10953 80.35 2679 19.65

2. Homagama 3392 225 6.63 145 4.27 453 13.35 670 19.75 1493 44.02 1899 55.98

3. Jayawardanapura 6490 1287 19.83 517 7.97 1081 16.66 1351 20.82 4236 65.27 2254 34.73

4. Piliyandala 5587 1195 21.39 452 8.09 893 15.98 1085 19.42 3625 64.88 1962 35.12

5. Gampaha 6992 1372 19.62 536 7.67 951 13.60 1311 18.75 4170 59.64 2822 40.36

6. Minuwangoda 4579 321 7.01 215 4.70 566 12.36 903 19.72 2005 43.79 2574 56.21

7. Negombo 6727 1076 16.00 436 6.48 914 13.59 1249 18.57 3675 54.63 3052 45.37

8. Kelaniya 6392 725 11.34 410 6.41 937 14.66 1319 20.64 3391 53.05 3001 46.95

9. Kalutara 7040 1058 15.03 510 7.24 972 13.81 1346 19.12 3886 55.20 3154 44.80

10. Matugama 2812 257 9.14 129 4.59 305 10.85 500 17.78 1191 42.35 1621 57.65

11. Horana 4043 397 9.82 225 5.57 505 12.49 758 18.75 1885 46.62 2158 53.38

12. Kandy 6889 2090 30.34 602 8.74 1067 15.49 1161 16.85 4920 71.42 1969 28.58

13. Denuwara 2142 116 5.42 68 3.17 196 9.15 417 19.47 797 37.21 1345 62.79

14. Gampola 3263 204 6.25 119 3.65 346 10.60 592 18.14 1261 38.65 2002 61.35

15. Teldeniya 1822 23 1.26 23 1.26 92 5.05 224 12.29 362 19.87 1460 80.13

16. Wattegama 2434 212 8.71 90 3.70 303 12.45 467 19.19 1072 44.04 1362 55.96

17. Katugastota 3160 167 5.28 108 3.42 365 11.55 667 21.11 1307 41.36 1853 58.64

18. Matale 3316 424 12.79 142 4.28 362 10.92 535 16.13 1463 44.12 1853 55.88

19. Galewela 2167 58 2.68 57 2.63 190 8.77 344 15.87 649 29.95 1518 70.05

20. Naula 577 7 1.21 8 1.39 39 6.76 101 17.50 155 26.86 422 73.14

21. Wilgamuwa 578 2 0.35 1 0.17 13 2.25 31 5.36 47 8.13 531 91.87

22. Nuwara Eliya 2496 106 4.25 71 2.84 171 6.85 458 18.35 806 32.29 1690 67.71

23. Kotmale 1306 69 5.28 52 3.98 99 7.58 165 12.63 385 29.48 921 70.52

24. Hatton 2826 104 3.68 72 2.55 225 7.96 362 12.81 763 27.00 2063 73.00

25. Walapane 1405 27 1.92 28 1.99 76 5.41 162 11.53 293 20.85 1112 79.15

26. Hanguranketha 1576 68 4.31 48 3.05 125 7.93 247 15.67 488 30.96 1088 69.04

27. Galle 6718 1331 19.81 385 5.73 853 12.70 1200 17.86 3769 56.10 2949 43.90

28. Elpitiya 3206 124 3.87 92 2.87 287 8.95 491 15.32 994 31.00 2212 69.00

29. Ambalangoda 3540 337 9.52 140 3.95 355 10.03 576 16.27 1408 39.77 2132 60.23

30. Udugama 1954 53 2.71 43 2.20 154 7.88 285 14.59 535 27.38 1419 72.62

31. Matara 5066 829 16.36 298 5.88 682 13.46 940 18.56 2749 54.26 2317 45.74

32. Akuressa 2002 98 4.90 78 3.90 233 11.64 381 19.03 790 39.46 1212 60.54

33. Mulatiyana 2215 95 4.29 64 2.89 219 9.89 424 19.14 802 36.21 1413 63.79

34. Morawaka 2426 81 3.34 46 1.90 165 6.80 327 13.48 619 25.52 1807 74.48

35. Tangalle 2695 138 5.12 81 3.01 274 10.17 435 16.14 928 34.43 1767 65.57
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Education Zone No. Sat

Distinction 

(A)  

Very Good 
Pass
 (B) 

Credit 
Pass
(C)  

Ordinary 
pass
 (S)

Pass
^A+B+C+S&

Weak Pass      
(W)                    
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r
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36. Hambantota 3901 152 3.90 105 2.69 312 8.00 662 16.97 1231 31.56 2670 68.44

37. Walasmulla 2620 172 6.56 112 4.27 245 9.35 400 15.27 929 35.46 1691 64.54

38. Jaffna 3159 362 11.46 150 4.75 373 11.81 544 17.22 1429 45.24 1730 54.76

39. Islands 608 5 0.82 5 0.82 7 1.15 36 5.92 53 8.72 555 91.28

40. Thenmarachchi 983 38 3.87 27 2.75 70 7.12 138 14.04 273 27.77 710 72.23

41. Valikamam 2399 76 3.17 47 1.96 189 7.88 348 14.51 660 27.51 1739 72.49

42.Vadamarachchi 1529 107 7.00 45 2.94 137 8.96 209 13.67 498 32.57 1031 67.43

43. Kilinochchi 2070 12 0.58 14 0.68 40 1.93 108 5.22 174 8.41 1896 91.59

44. Mannar 1109 31 2.80 18 1.62 53 4.78 185 16.68 287 25.88 822 74.12

45. Madu 292 0 0.00 1 0.34 1 0.34 6 2.05 8 2.74 284 97.26

46. Vavuniya 2121 131 6.18 50 2.36 176 8.30 341 16.08 698 32.91 1423 67.09

47. Vavuniya North 587 0 0.00 0 0.00 2 0.34 46 7.84 48 8.18 539 91.82

48. Mullaitivu 968 7 0.72 6 0.62 26 2.69 66 6.82 105 10.85 863 89.15

49.Thunukkai 601 4 0.67 0 0.00 4 0.67 26 4.33 34 5.66 567 94.34

50. Batticaloa 2270 207 9.12 73 3.22 158 6.96 339 14.93 777 34.23 1493 65.77

51. Kalkudah 1096 19 1.73 8 0.73 36 3.28 79 7.21 142 12.96 954 87.04

52. Paddirippu 1594 14 0.88 20 1.25 49 3.07 142 8.91 225 14.12 1369 85.88

53. Batticaloa              
Central 1307 133 10.18 76 5.81 186 14.23 334 25.55 729 55.78 578 44.22

54. Ampara 2495 70 2.81 63 2.53 187 7.49 382 15.31 702 28.14 1793 71.86

55. Kalmunai 2030 167 8.23 95 4.68 244 12.02 539 26.55 1045 51.48 985 48.52

56. Sammanthurai 1087 30 2.76 36 3.31 78 7.18 164 15.09 308 28.33 779 71.67

57. Mahaoya 498 13 2.61 2 0.40 16 3.21 62 12.45 93 18.67 405 81.33

58. Dehiattakandiya 1097 7 0.64 14 1.28 66 6.02 169 15.41 256 23.34 841 76.66

59. Akkaraipattu 1831 119 6.50 65 3.55 157 8.57 412 22.50 753 41.13 1078 58.87

60. Trincomalee 1931 139 7.20 81 4.19 217 11.24 332 17.19 769 39.82 1162 60.18

61. Mutur 1016 11 1.08 13 1.28 44 4.33 95 9.35 163 16.04 853 83.96

62. Kantale 1177 28 2.38 27 2.29 87 7.39 173 14.70 315 26.76 862 73.24

63. Kinnya 1322 32 2.42 22 1.66 83 6.28 226 17.10 363 27.46 959 72.54

64. Kurunegala 5017 1018 20.29 252 5.02 672 13.39 922 18.38 2864 57.09 2153 42.91

65. Kuliyapitiya 3717 422 11.35 196 5.27 458 12.32 729 19.61 1805 48.56 1912 51.44

66. Nikaweratiya 2921 136 4.66 90 3.08 315 10.78 582 19.92 1123 38.45 1798 61.55

67. Maho 3583 129 3.60 104 2.90 310 8.65 597 16.66 1140 31.82 2443 68.18

68. Giriulla 3761 350 9.31 184 4.89 516 13.72 754 20.05 1804 47.97 1957 52.03

69. Ibbagamuwa 2721 189 6.95 89 3.27 269 9.89 477 17.53 1024 37.63 1697 62.37

70. Puttalam 4405 143 3.25 105 2.38 330 7.49 681 15.46 1259 28.58 3146 71.42
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Education Zone No. Sat

Distinction 

(A)  
Very 
Good 
Pass
 (B) 

Credit 
Pass
(C)  

Ordinary 
pass
 (S)

Pass
^A+B+C+S&

Weak Pass        
(W)                    

N
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]
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]

N
um

be
r

]

N
um

be
r
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N
um
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r

]

N
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r

]

71. Chilaw 5040 581 11.53 264 5.24 530 10.52 966 19.17 2341 46.45 2699 53.55

72. Anuradhapura 4063 468 11.52 184 4.53 442 10.88 691 17.01 1785 43.93 2278 56.07

73. Tambuttegama 2227 80 3.59 53 2.38 182 8.17 306 13.74 621 27.89 1606 72.11

74. Kekirawa 2334 119 5.10 58 2.49 212 9.08 416 17.82 805 34.49 1529 65.51

75. Galenbidunuwewa 1448 25 1.73 21 1.45 81 5.59 197 13.60 324 22.38 1124 77.62

76. Kebithigollewa 1777 28 1.58 24 1.35 81 4.56 214 12.04 347 19.53 1430 80.47

77. Polonnaruwa 1648 130 7.89 66 4.00 187 11.35 308 18.69 691 41.93 957 58.07

78. Hingurakgoda 2218 122 5.50 70 3.16 146 6.58 310 13.98 648 29.22 1570 70.78

79. Dimbulagala 1537 21 1.37 22 1.43 55 3.58 166 10.80 264 17.18 1273 82.82

80. Badulla 3389 247 7.29 146 4.31 381 11.24 573 16.91 1347 39.75 2042 60.25

81. Bandarawela 2991 391 13.07 143 4.78 338 11.30 477 15.95 1349 45.10 1642 54.90

82. Mahiyanganaya 2026 70 3.46 37 1.83 120 5.92 256 12.64 483 23.84 1543 76.16

83. Welimada 2614 102 3.90 53 2.03 207 7.92 427 16.34 789 30.18 1825 69.82

84. Passara 1138 17 1.49 18 1.58 62 5.45 136 11.95 233 20.47 905 79.53

85. Monaragala 2218 58 2.61 31 1.40 115 5.18 199 8.97 403 18.17 1815 81.83

86. Wellawaya 3125 72 2.30 59 1.89 191 6.11 345 11.04 667 21.34 2458 78.66

87. Bibile 1714 90 5.25 35 2.04 102 5.95 170 9.92 397 23.16 1317 76.84

88. Ratnapura 5732 438 7.64 247 4.31 594 10.36 991 17.29 2270 39.60 3462 60.40

89. Balangoda 2758 110 3.99 69 2.50 207 7.51 385 13.96 771 27.96 1987 72.04

90. Nivitigala 2520 40 1.59 39 1.55 134 5.32 302 11.98 515 20.44 2005 79.56

91. Embilipitiya 3615 150 4.15 87 2.41 264 7.30 489 13.53 990 27.39 2625 72.61

92. Kegalle 4281 649 15.16 243 5.68 472 11.03 692 16.16 2056 48.03 2225 51.97

93. Mawanella 3545 351 9.90 176 4.96 378 10.66 599 16.90 1504 42.43 2041 57.57

94. Dehiowita 3180 104 3.27 90 2.83 295 9.28 518 16.29 1007 31.67 2173 68.33

All Island 270426 29742 11.00 11895 4.40 28193 10.43 44735 16.54 114565 42.36 155861 57.64

Table  4 
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1.2.5. Marks obtained according to class intervals

	

Class Interval Frequency 
Frequency 
Percentage

Cumulative 
Frequency

Cumulative 
Frequency 
Percentage 

91 - 100 3495 0.87 400862 100.00

81 - 90 11539 2.88 397367 99.13

71 - 80 14983 3.74 385828 96.25

61 - 70 18878 4.71 370845 92.51

51 - 60 27596 6.88 351967 87.80

41 - 50 35468 8.85 324371 80.92

31 - 40 55624 13.88 288903 72.07

21 - 30 80416 20.06 233279 58.19

11 - 20 109891 27.41 152863 38.13

01 - 10 42751 10.66 42972 10.72

00 - 00 221 0.06 221 0.06
	

Table 5
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1.3.  Analysis of Subject Achievement

1.3.1.	 Achievement in Paper I
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1.3.2.	 Achievement in Paper II
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Part II

2.0	 Information regarding questions and answers
	 2.1		 Information regarding questions in paper I and answers
			   2.1.1  Structure of the question paper

The total marks for paper I was 40. It included 8 tests and all tests were compulsory. 
The time allocated for the paper was one hour.

Question No. Skill Marks Distribution Total

1 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

2 Reading 1 × 5 05

3 Writing 1 × 5 05

4 Reading 1 × 5 05

5 Language Functions 
& Grammar 1 × 5 05

6 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05

7 Reading 1 × 5 05

8 Writing C - 2,  L - 3 05

		  2.1.2	 Expected answers for paper I, marking scheme, observations and comments 

Paper  I

Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper I were based on Graph 1.
Candidates were expected to answer all questions.

•	 Test 1 	 − 	 Vocabulary

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to use words appropriately and accurately to convey precise meaning.
Technique 	 − 	 Multiple choice.

1
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Expected Answers 

d

a

b
c

a

OBSERVATIONS :

The test carried 05 marks and it was an examinee friendly question. 77% of the candidates had given the 
correct answer to blank (2). 83% of the candidates had successfully responded to blank (3).
Answers to blank (4) and (5) were given correctly by only 67% of the candidates.
6th answer seemed to be difficult for the candidates and only 55% had responded correctly which revealed 
that the candidates had difficulties in grasping the abstract concepts rather than concrete concepts.  

	
COMMENTS : 

The test contained 5 blanks with picture clues and words to select the correct answer. Picture clues 
made it easy for the candidates to select the correct words for the first four blanks. However, the abstract 
concept could not be grasped properly by the candidates. They had not been able to differentiate between 
the two answers 'early' and 'late'.  	

•	 Test 2 	 − 	 Reading

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to extract specific information from a text.
Technique 	 − 	 Completion/ Answer questions.
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Expected Answers 
Female school leavers

17 yrs and above

International school 

Knowledge of English

Training will be provided 

OBSERVATIONS :

The highest scored question was the 5th one (66%) whereas the lowest scored question was the 3rd one 
(15%). The candidates had not been able to give the correct response to the first question. Their attempts 
to answer question (4) and (6) had not been very successful and candidates who provided the correct 
answer was 57% and 44% respectively.  

	
COMMENTS : 

The candidates had not been able to extract the necessary information from the text even though the text 
was simple and familiar to them. Further they had not been able to understand the questions properly. Most 
of the candidates had not written the complete sentence for question 6. The candidates were expected to 
write the 'age limit' as the answer for (3) but most of them had written the 'age' instead.

•	 Test 3 	 − 	 Writing

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to write a paragraph using given information.
Technique 	 − 	 Parallel writing.
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Expected Answers 

Ravi Raj is an Indian. He lives with his grandparents in the Northern part of 

India. He is an Undergraduate at the University of Delhi. His favourite subject is 

Mathematics. His hobby is travelling with friends.

OBSERVATIONS :

The test carried 5 marks. Only 31% of the candidates were able to respond to this test and the obtained 
mark was within the range of 1 - 5. This percentage reveals the poor writing skills of the candidates.  

	
COMMENTS : 

The candidates should be guided to write simple paragraphs using grammatically correct sentences 
related to different topics. They should also be made aware of different techniques of writing.

•	 Test 4 	 − 	 Reading

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to extract specific information from a text.
Technique 	 − 	 Fill in blanks/ completion. 
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Expected Answers

12.03.2011/ 12th March 2011
Main Hall/ Pubudu vidyalaya, Main Hall 

9.00 a.m.

Folk dance

Chief Guest

OBSERVATIONS :

74% of the candidates were able to extract the required information for blank 5. Answers for blanks 
3 and 4 were given correctly by only 38% of the candidates. 49% of the candidates had provided the 
correct answer to blank (2) whereas the correct response for (6) was given by 63% of the candidates.   

	
COMMENTS : 

The candidates had written "Pubudu Vidyalaya" in place of "main hall" for blank 3. This reveals the 
candidates' inability to extract the required specific information from the text. More practice should be 
given to improve the scanning skills of the candidates and to respond to questions appropriately.

•	 Test 5 	 − 	 Language functions and grammar

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to read a map and give correct directions. 

Technique 	 − 	 Fill in the blanks.
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Expected Answers

c
a

e
fd

OBSERVATIONS :

60% of the candidates had selected the correct phrase for blank (2) whereas only 31% had selected the 
correct one for blank (6). The correct phrases had been selected for blanks (3) and (5) by 55% and 52% of the 
candidates respectively. Only 42% of the candidates were able to select the correct phrase for blank (4).  

	
COMMENTS : 

Even though the text used for test 5 had a very simple day to day situation, the candidates had found 
it difficult to respond successfully. Hence, the teachers should pay their attention to teach language 
functions meaningfully and appropriately in the classroom.
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•	 Test 6 	 − 	 Writing

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to write a paragraph on a given topic. 

Technique 	 − 	 Free writing.

Expected Answers

OBSERVATIONS :

Only 17% of the candidates had responded to Test 6 and the scores ranged between 1 -5. 
	

COMMENTS : 

The percentage revealed that the basic writing skills of the candidates were very low.As a remedy, 
candidates should be guided to write simple grammatically correct sentences relevant to given topics. 
Continuous guidance by the teacher and the practice of the skill by the candidate is important to overcome 
this problem to some extent.
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•	 Test 7 	 − 	 Reading

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to read and understand directly stated information in a text. 

Technique 	 − 	 Answering questions.

Expected Answers

Birds of Sri Lanka/ Young Artists 

16/ 16 years/ 16 yrs 

To meet his old friends

(Accept only one answer) 
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OBSERVATIONS :

63% percent had got the answer correct for question 2 while 61% had provided the correct answer for 
question 1. The percentages of correct answers for questions 4 and 5 were almost equal (46% and 44%). 
Only 21% of the candidates were able to respond successfully to question 3 as they had to calculate and 
find the correct answer. It had been a rather difficult task for the candidate.   

	
COMMENTS : 

Although the text was not difficult for the candidates, they were unable to understand directly stated 
information in the text. This revealed how poor the reading skills of the candidates were. To remedy 
this weakness the candidates should be trained to use different skills of reading to understand unfamiliar 
texts and respond to them appropriately.

•	 Test 8 	 − 	 Writing

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to write a reply to a note giving information asked for  

Technique 	 − 	 Guided writing 
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Expected Answers

   
OBSERVATIONS :

Only 15% of the candidates had been able to attempt the test and to score between 1 - 5 marks.  
	
COMMENTS : 

Where writing is concerned most of the candidates had not been able to perform well. This has to be 
taken into consideration very seriously by the language teachers in their classroom teaching. In fact 
the writing skills of the students should be developed right from the beginning by giving them a lot of 
practice in the skill. Practising simple writing activities continuously, will help them perform well at the 
examination.  
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2.2	 Information regarding questions in paper II and answers

	 2.2.1	 The structure of the question paper

The total mark for paper II was 60. It included 8 tests and all tests were compulsory. Test 14 
had two choices whereas test 16 had four. The time allocated for the paper was two hours. 

Question No. Skill Marks Distribution Total

9 Vocabulary 1 × 5 05

10 Grammar ½ × 10 05

11 Grammar 1 × 5 05

12 Reading 1 × 5 05

13 Reading ½ × 14 07

14 Writing C - 3,  L - 3,  O - 2,  M - 2 10

15 Reading

1  -  4 × 1
2  -  1 × 1
3  -  1 × 1
4  -  2 × 1
 

04
01
01
02
08

16 Writing C - 5,  L - 5,  O - 2,  M - 3 15
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2.2.2 	 Expected answers for paper II, marking scheme, observations and comments.

•	 Test 9 	 − 	 Vocabulary

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to use the correct from of the word to complete a text   
Technique 	 − 	 Multiple choice

Expected Answers

OBSERVATIONS :

•	 The test carried five (05) marks. The test technique was Multiple Choice. Three options were given 
for the candidate to select the correct one.

•	 67% of the candidates had given the answer to the 4th blank correctly, While the answers to 5th and   
6th blanks showed an achievement level of 36% and 37% respectively. Blanks (2) and (3) were 
sucessfully answered by 46% and 57% of the candidates respectively.

•	 The highest facility level of the test was for answer to the blank (4) and the highest difficulty level of 
the test was for the answers to blanks (5) and (6).  	
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COMMENTS : 

Test 9 seemed to be a fairly easy test for the candidates as they had to identify the correct answer from 
the options given. However, the percentages reveal that some of the candidates were unable to grasp 
the correct form of the word that was required for blanks (5) and (6) of the test. Teachers should pay 
more attention to facilitate the students in learning word classes and provide the students with more 
opportunities to practise them.

•	 Test 10 	− 	 Grammar

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to edit a text    
Technique 	 − 	 Error correction 

Expected Answers

Pointing

called

chased

had

held 

is

is

were

reported

is
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OBSERVATIONS :

Only 27% of the candidates had provided the correct answers. The difficulty level of the test item was 
very high. The focus of the test was on verb forms.

	
COMMENTS : 

This type of test items needs more practice and the attention of the candidates. Hence, the students 
should be given more practice in grasping the overall meaning while identifying the paragraph as a 
whole text. Make the students aware of the 'tense' of the text and get them to identify the different verb 
forms. This type of test items demands the knowledge of the referent and reference words, pronouns, 
singular - plural forms etc.

•	 Test 11 	 − 	 Grammar

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to transfer direct speech into reported speech    
Technique 	 − 	 Transformation  
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Expected Answers

She says that she can't sleep.

He says that he hurt his 
back.

She says that she has       
a headache all the time.

If 'that' is omitted in the answer accept the answer.

He says that a dog bit his 
leg.

He says that he fell down 
and hurt himself

OBSERVATIONS :

The percentages of the correct responses given by the candidates for the questions were as follows. 
	 correct answer to	 2	 −	 36%
	 correct answer to	 3	 −	 12% 
	 correct answer to	 4	 −	 17%
	 correct answer to	 5	 −	 16%
	 correct answer to	 6	 −	 13%
The percentages given above show that the performance of the candidates was at a very low level. They 
did not have the required knowledge of Reported Speech.

	
COMMENTS : 

Teachers' special attention should be paid to teaching grammar in context. Specially when teaching 
Reported Speech, practice activities should be done paying attention to the following changes.
	 −	 tense
	 −	 reported verbs
	 −	 pronoun
	 −	 adverbial
Patterns of Reported Speech statements, questions and commands should also be considered when 
teaching this grammar component.
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•	 Test 12 	− 	 Reading

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to read and find specific information    
Technique 	 − 	 Question & answer 

Expected Answers

enchilada/ en.chil.ada

encounter/en.coun.ter

encl./ enc.

en. chant.ing/ en. chanting
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OBSERVATIONS :

23% of the candidates had responded correctly to question 1. Only 16% and 17% had responded correctly 
for questions 2 and 4. The highest percentage of the correct responses were for the question 3 which was 
38%. 21% had responded correctly to question 5.

	
COMMENTS : 

The low performance at this test has revealed the inability of the candidates to transfer required 
information correctly. The students should be made aware that when copying answers spellings should 
be correct specially in Reading activities. They should be encouraged to use English dictionaries to check 
the meanings of new words. It will help the students to enrich their vocabulary in the target language. 

•	 Test 13 	− 	 Reading

Objectives 	− 	 Assess overall proficiency of the language.    
Technique 	 − 	 Modified cloze 

Expected Answers

eagerly forgotten

wrong an
theyhappening

luckilyunfortunately 
slowly tried

sawport
realized soon
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OBSERVATIONS : 

The performance at test 13 was very poor and the percentage range varied from 11% to 31%. The best 
performance recorded for test 13 was for the last answer which was only 31%.
	

COMMENTS :  

Candidates need overall proficiency of the language to attempt a test item of this type successfully. 
However, the percentages revealed that the low performance of the candidates was due to the following 
reasons.
	 −	 inability to grasp the overall idea of the text. 
	 −	 poor knowledge of word order, subject verb agreement and the appropriate use of  
		  word classes.
Therefore candidates should be trained to read the text several times to be familiar with the text. Further, 
they should be instructed to use their knowledge of the world and the language clues available to guess 
the correct answer.

•	 Test 14	− 	 writing

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to write an informal/formal letter    
Technique 	 − 	 Guided writing 
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Expected Answers



- 30 -



- 31 -

OBSERVATIONS :

Only 14% of the candidates had scored at least a few marks at this test. (The range of marks varied from 
1 to 10 and the percentage did not reveal much about the students' performances.) 

	
COMMENTS : 

The writing skills of candidates are very poor. The low performance of the test item indicates that 
letter writing, formal or informal, needs more practice and guidance on the part of the teacher. The 
candidates should be guided to write answers in accordance with the given guidelines. When writing 
letters candidates should be made aware of using the proper format and the knowledge of mechanics of 
writing which will help them to produce a good piece of writing.

•	 Test 15	− 	 Reading

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to read, understand and interpret directly/ indirectly stated information 
in a long descriptive text     

Technique 	 − 	 Answering questions/ finding references  
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Expected Answers

T
T
F

Jump out of the train

destination
delay

OBSERVATIONS :

The following were the percentages of the correct responses given by the candidates for each question.  
	 correct answer to	 1	 −	 (i)	 70%	
				    (ii)	 53%
				    (iii)	 57%
				    (iv)	 48% 
	 correct answer to	 2	 −		  17%
	 correct answer to	 3	 −		  25%
	 correct answer to	 4	 −	 a	 04%
				    b	 13%
The range varied from 4% to 70% in this test. 
 

	

F
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COMMENTS : 

The test item was rather difficult for the candidates of the average level and it was meant for the candidates 
of above average level. The candidates need to have advanced reading skills such as word attached 
skills, text attached skills, use of language clues, use of the knowledge of grammar, inferring skills to 
comprehend the text properly. However, the candidates should be trained or guided to comprehend this 
type of long descriptive texts.

Teachers should get the candidates to use their knowledge of the world to comprehend the text. The 
students should also be trained to guess the meaning of the new words from the contextual clues available 
and to avoid extra words and phrases that are in the text.

•	 Test 16	− 	 writing

Objectives 	− 	 Assess the ability to write a composition/story/speech on a given topic     
Technique 	 − 	 Free writing   
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Expected Answers
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OBSERVATIONS :

From the 16 test items of the paper the lowest performance among all test items was shown in this test 
item. It was only 9% of the candidates who could score at least some marks ranging between 1 - 15.

	
COMMENTS : 

All the candidates should be encouraged to write simple grammatically correct sentences right from the 
beginning. Continuous practice in this regard is essential. Therefore the teachers must adopt suitable 
techniques to develop their writing skills. It is advisable to allocate some time for writing every week. 
Candidates must be made aware of the marking criteria of writing tasks in the question paper.

The following guideline would be helpful for the candidates to produce a good piece of writing.
	 −	 an appropriate beginning and an end.
	 −	 well organized ideas
	 −	 well connected, grammatically correct sentences
	 −	 connected meaningful paragraphs
	 −	 a good range of vocabulary
	 −	 correct punctuation
	 −	 correct spelling
	 −	 clear handwriting
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Part III

3.0	 Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement.

3.1	 Factors to be considered when answering questions.

	 General Instructions :

*	 The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces 
provided for it.

*	 Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should never 
answer in pencil.

*	 Writing should be legible and clear.

*	 Each question should be read carefully and the candidate should try to understand the instruction 
given before answering each question.

*	 The candidates must attempt to answer all the questions without leaving the spaces for writing 
answers in the question paper blank.

*	 Maximum utilization of the time allocated is essential.

	 Specific Instructions :

*	 The candidate must pay his/her attention to the examples given when answering questions.

*	 Attention should be paid to spellings when transferring information from a text. There should 
not be any spelling errors. 

*	 The candidate must read and understand the main idea of a text before answering questions 
based on it.

*	 The candidates must pay their attention to use correct grammar in their writing tasks.

*	 When the candidate comes across a new word he/she must be able to guess its meaning 
according the context in which it appears.

*	 The candidate must apply the reading skills like scanning, skimming and infering when 
attempting to answer questions related to reading.

*	 The candidates must not extract chunks from the texts and write as answers when they answer 
comprehension questions. They must form the answer in a sentence instead. 
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3.2  Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process.

*	 Teachers must be well prepared in the teaching process to facilitate learning.

*	 Teachers should plan their teaching to cater to the needs of the students.

*	 The teachers must be thorough with the text books, syllabus and the Teachers' Instructional 
Manual.

*	 Special attention of the teachers should be given to the instructions, activities and the assessment 
and evaluation process given in the Teachers Instructional Manual

*	 The students should be given more opportunities to gain new experiences through exploration.

*	 At the beginning of the lesson students should be made aware of what they are going to learn.

*	 Students should be given more opportunities to answer questions. The knowledge of forming 
and answering 'wh' questions is very important.

*	 Teachers should see that sufficient time is allocated for writing. They must train the students to 
write simple but meaningful paragraphs on a given topic.

*	 The students should also be given sufficient practice in writing guided compositions so that 
they will attempt to answer similar writing tasks in the question paper.

*	 The teachers must make use of the text types given in the 'Examination and Assesement 
Guideline' to train students for writing tasks. The students must be able to differentiate between 
different text types.

*	 Teachers should help their students to reach at least the basic level given in the 'Examination 
and Assesement Guideline'.

*	 Teachers' special attention should be paid to teach vocabulary and grammar. 

*	 Pair work and group work would facilitate learning.

*	 Teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject using 
correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.




